
 
 
 
CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Somerset Art Works has continued to evolve as a Visual Arts organisation putting people and 
communities in Somerset at the heart of our delivery, and has developed a strong body of work in 
Somerset. We gratefully acknowledge all of our funders; without Arts Council, other partnerships 
and funders this would not be possible. 
 
Firstly the Open Studios 2016 event had 298 artists participating, 210 studios opening and 49,980 
studio visits - a very busy year. 
 
Other stats for the year include 417 artist members benefitting from support. 
2,162 people taking part in learning activities.  885 young students in education benefitting from 
workshops, exhibitions and talks 
 
Artist development, The Creative Pathways Programme of support, development and training for 
artists, has continued to be embedded throughout the organisation in 16/17. We showcased new 
works in The Old Brick Workshop Studios, The Emporium and Contains Art during Somerset Open 
Studios. 
We hosted Artist development days led by artist Anna Best, trustee Tim Martin and project manager 
Zoe Li. All 49 attendees were given the opportunity to introduce their work and current creative 
practice. 
 
In our Learning Programme we look to embed learning throughout all our activity, and give children 
and young people the opportunity to work with professional artists through our creative learning 
programmes and SAW projects. 

With the education programme in 2016 – 17 - lnspirED Somerset Art Works was committed to 
supporting the development of young people’s artistic talent, as well as building relationships 
between schools and the community. In 2016 -17 SAW worked with 12 artists, delivering 61 school 
workshops linked to SAW Projects and Somerset Open Studios, engaging a total of 885 students in 
schools and colleges across the county. 
 
In our Somerset Art Weeks Learning programme 2016 we created an online educational resource 
pack – a universal offer to all schools. We appointed artist/writer Alice Maddicot to create a 
travelling ‘Open Studios’ for 2016 visiting local landmarks and rural schools delivering workshops to 
208 schoolchildren. 
 
We had a series of Community engagement projects in 2016 delivering the following projects with a 
wide range of partners and community groups and included some school engagement too. 
 
For the Water-Meadow-Wood project Somerset Art Works appointed Carolyn Lefley as Artist in 
Residence for 2016. This residency was sited at Yeovil Country Park and was in partnership with 
South Somerset District Council. The workshop sessions and the outcomes were inspired by the 
natural environment, history and culture of Yeovil Country Park. Carolyn worked with 29 pupils from 

http://www.theemporiumyeovil.co.uk/
http://www.containsart.co.uk/


St Gildas Primary School, South Somerset MIND and led family friendly activities in the park over the 
summer.  
 
The ‘Meadow Finds’ exhibition was installed in the trees near the Ninesprings Visitor Centre on 20th 
to 21st August 2016, and had around 1,500 visitors. 
 
 
We worked with The National Trust as partners to host the exhibition Herbarium at Lytes Cary in 
Summer 2016, curated by FLOW with works by artists Gary Breeze, Alison Crowther, Martin Dowling 
and Anne-Marie O’Sullivan and a series of secondary school workshops with designers Studio Boo. 
Here’s testament: 
 
‘We all had a wonderful day, students were engaged in tasks from the outset. The day seemed to fly 
by to the point where students were desperate to stay longer to continue with the work they were 
doing. I also had the chance to try the different techniques and I am really grateful to have been 
given the opportunity to work alongside students as a creator instead of my normal role as teacher’. 
Ansford teacher. 
 
During 2016 and early 2017 the Friends of Coleridge celebrated the bicentenary of the publication in 
1816 of the visionary poem Kubla Khan. 40 Artists and makers created artworks inspired by ‘Kubla 
Khan’ under the theme ‘Imagined Worlds’ for a touring exhibition in Taunton, Bath Royal United 
Hospital (Art for Life), and Coleridge Cottage in Nether Stowey, resulting in a widely shared 
education pack and a presentation by artist and poet Christopher Jelly. 
 

Somerset Art Works and The RSBP Great Crane Project have been working in partnership since 2010 
for our Cranes and Communities projects. In 2016-17 Echo-Maker was devised by artist Sean Harris, 
using moving image and sound, and presented as ‘magic lantern’ installations at outdoor events at 
the Willow and Wetland centre and inside at Langport All Saints Church. A flock of animated cranes 
was also created by school and community workshops. This piece, along with a specially composed 
soundtrack, were showed at a series of events at Thorney Lakes, All Saints Church, Langport and the 
Willow and Wetlands Christmas Fair seen by over 550 people plus online audience. 

‘Cranes and Communities’ was funded by the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation, Arts Council 
England and The Ernest Cook Trust. In-kind support and event management from the RSPB’s The 
Great Crane Project team.  Schools engagement is delivered and funded by the SCC through 
the InspirED arts education network. 

Somerset Art Works has been delivering a programme of community engagement activities in North 
Taunton through the Our Place project since 2013. Following a series of taster sessions as part of the 
Pride in Priorswood activities, the community asked for help to transform a local park and play area - 
Blackthorn Gardens. Somerset Art Works successfully gained a Pocket Park grant to work with the 
communities of North Taunton and Taunton Deane Borough Council to improve and refresh a run-
down play area known locally as ‘The Cage’. 25 Geography and Science students from Taunton 
Academy worked on the planting, with land artist Sarah Langley and added wildlife expertise 
from Somerset Wildlife Trust. Artist Simon Ripley worked with art students, designing and painting 
the tarmac at the park. 

A family friendly community event took place in August with craft activities and 
refreshments.  The official opening on 14 September 2016 attended by the school and local 
communities was a celebration to thank everyone involved in the transformation from ‘Cage’ to 
‘Pocket Park’. 

http://esmeefairbairn.org.uk/
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
http://ernestcooktrust.org.uk/
http://somersetartworks.org.uk/what-we-do/learning/inspired-somerset/
http://www.thetauntonacademy.com/
http://www.thetauntonacademy.com/
http://www.somersetwildlife.org/routestotherivertone
http://simonripley.co.uk/


A SAW bid to the Avon and Somerset Police Community Trust resulted in a £1,000 grant towards the 
new Pocket Park. The Commissioner’s Community Action Fund is funded by the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Avon and Somerset in order to enable communities to come together and tackle 
issues in their local area. With thanks to Somerset Wildlife Trust Routes to the River Tone project for 
advice and financial contribution towards wildlife-friendly plants for the Pocket Park. SAW raised a 
total of £18,400 for the project. We also wish to thank to the North Taunton One Team for their 
ongoing support and sponsoring refreshments for community events. 

Finally, we would like thank all the artists who have worked with us over the last year and to the 
many participants, volunteers and partners whose contribution is so valuable. Our thanks also to the 
team here without whom none of the projects or developments listed above would be remotely 
possible. 
 
Chair  
Richard Pomeroy 
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