
Somerset Art Weeks Education Resources 
How to make the most of Somerset Art Weeks Festival
Somerset Art Weeks Festival showcases a broad-ranging programme of contemporary 
visual arts and craft, featuring group shows, new commissions, projects and events in 
more than 100 locations across Somerset. This year Prospect sets the tone for the Festival 
which runs from 23 September to 8 October 2017.   
There are many ways to get involved and discover opportunities for inspiring creativity 
and learning outside the classroom. The Somerset Art Weeks Education Resources are 
part of SAW’s InspirED offer, designed to help schools obtain maximum benefit from 
the event.

This resources pack includes:

• A list of Venues welcoming school visits
• Practical information to assist in the  
 organisation of venue visits, tours,  
 workshops and preparing risk assessments
• Homework and activity sheet templates for  
 students in Key Stages 1 to 5
 

Visiting venues offers schools the 
opportunity to:

• Generate enthusiasm and interest in the arts 
• Experience high quality arts activities and   
 opportunities for practical workshops 
• Demonstrate the range of artists’ talent in  
 the county 
• Provide insight into artists’ work with    
 opportunities to ask the artists questions  
 first-hand
• Raise expectations in the arts and encourage  
 young people to see the arts as a career or   
 leisure choice
• Develop partnerships with local artists

Somerset Art Works aims to embed learning throughout all our activities, 
and develops learning programmes to enable professional artists to work with 
schools and communities. We currently deliver the following:   
• InspirED Somerset Arts Education
• Somerset Art Weeks Learning Programme
• Project delivery in local communities

somersetartworks.org.uk/what-we-do/learning 

Jenny Graham workshop. Photo by Jon England

Image courtesy of New Wave



InspirED is a consortium of Somerset arts organisations bringing the skills and expertise of arts 
and media professionals direct to schools, colleges and children’s centres across Somerset. 
Working together as InspirED, Somerset Art Works, Somerset Film, SPAEDA and Take Art, are 
contracted by Somerset County Council to deliver an arts education network.   
www.inspiredsomerset.org.uk

InspirED Somerset - Enriching Creative Learning  
for Somerset Children and Young People 

For details on how your school can get involved with SAW’s InspirED offers see  
somersetartworks.org.uk/what-we-do/learning  
or contact Beccy Swaine:  beccy.swaine@somersetartworks.org.uk 01458 253800

Somerset Art Works is committed to supporting the development of young people’s artistic tal-
ent, as well as building relationships between schools and the community. In 2016, Somerset Art 
Works worked with 14 artists, delivering 71 school workshops linked to SAW Projects and Somer-
set Art Weeks, engaging a total of 915 students in schools and colleges across the county.  

En Plein Air workshop with Deborah Westmancoat

A Landscape of Objects - En Plein Air at 
Hestercombe Gardens and Gallery
A Somerset Art Weeks offer for InspirED subscribing schools

Visit ‘A Landscape of Objects’ venue no 83, curated by Hestercombe Gallery. ‘The Fourteenth 
Seat’ is a proposition by artist Jennie Savage that responds to Hestercombe’s thirteen known 
buildings or ‘seats’ in the restored C18th Landscape Garden to create a biennial commission at 
Hestercombe.

See the schools’ en Plein Air exhibition - artwork created by primary school pupils with artist 
Deborah Westmancoat. Workshops involved close observation of nature, really looking and 
using all the senses to gain an understanding of working outdoors and the particular rewards 
and challenges this brings.

A limited number of free school visits and artist workshops will be available.  Explore the art 
work on display and create your own en plein air paintings in the beautiful landscape garden. 
Contact Beccy Swaine for more information and booking.



Muse: Sean Harris [32]
Wells and Mendip Museum

Artist Sean Harris - Wells and Mendip 
Museum is one of eight venues across 
Somerset and Devon taking part in Muse, 
a project which has enabled contemporary 
artists to respond to the fascinating historic 
collections held within community museums 
within the two counties. musemakers.
wordpress.com

Discounted entry for schools contact Beccy 
Swaine, free InspirED workshops available.

Fiona Campbell and Angela Morley [55]
Clayhill Arts, Bridgwater

Clayhill Arts will be hosting site specific work 
by Fiona Campbell and Angela Morley. The 
work will be exploring questions about the 
prospect of site and place, whilst the venue 
will be exploring the possibilities created by 
its new home in Somerset.

New Wave [62]
Contains Art, Watchet

Linking Hokusai’s iconic ‘Great Wave’ 
with a new wave of arts students currently 
making their mark in the creative fields – 
Toni Davey curates a reunion of alumni 
from West Somerset Community College 
[formerly under her tuition together with 
Andrew Davey] – for an exhibition of works in 
response to the classic Ukiyo-e woodcut. 

Ephemeral and Eternal [3]
Black Swan Arts, Frome

Fiona Campbell - life forms, metamorphosis, 
nature’s cyclical persistence and 
interconnectedness. Instinctive building 
processes include wrapping, weaving 
and layering using found and reclaimed 
materials.

Angela Morley -  latest work explores the leaf 
form using natural materials, from chunky to 
ethereal, stretching abstract forms back to 
the cusp of functionality.

Gather-ing [25]
Somerset Rural Life Museum, Glastonbury 

A contemporary craft exhibition with 
specially- created work by Stewart Easton 
and Associates, Christopher Jelley, Jacky 
Oliver, Helen Snell and Gillian Widden. 
‘Gather-ing’ references the function of a 
tithe barn as a space to collect/bring/gather 
people, animals and crops as well as a 
symbolic meeting place to gather for ritual 
celebration. 

Entry Fees apply, free InspirED workshops 
available contact Beccy Swaine.

Somerset Art Weeks 
Highlighted Venues: 
Venue numbers in brackets []

Ephemeral and Eternal, Image coutesy of Angela Morley



Telling Tales, Creative Pathways [82]
Brewhouse Theatre & Arts Centre, Taunton
 

A group exhibition featuring work by over 20 
artists participating in Creative Pathways, a 
SAW professional development programme 
for emerging and mid-career artists in 
Somerset. Artists on show demonstrate 
their eagerness in exploring new ways of 
working and using contemporary practices 
across different disciplines, including text, 
performances and installations. 

A Landscape of Objects @ Hestercombe: 
The Fourteenth Seat by Jennie Savage [83]
Hestercombe House and Gardens, Taunton

Curated by Hestercombe Gallery, ‘The 
Fourteenth Seat’ is a proposition by 
artist Jennie Savage that responds to 
Hestercombe’s thirteen known buildings 
or ‘seats’ in the restored C18th Landscape 
Garden to create a bienniel commission 
at Hestercombe. Also schools’ en Plein Air 
exhibition at the rear of the house.

Entry fees apply, InspirED free workshop 
offers/discounted entry available contact 
Beccy Swaine.

Muse: Caitlin Hefferman [90]
Chard Museum, Chard

Artist Caitlin Heffernan - Chard Museum is 
one of eight venues across Somerset and 
Devon taking part in Muse, a project which 
has enabled contemporary artists to respond 
to the fascinating historic collections held 
within community museums within the two 
counties. musemakers.wordpress.com

Free entry for schools and free InspirED 
workshops available, contact Beccy Swaine.

A Landscape of Objects @ Forde Abbey [93]
Forde Abbey, near Chard

Inspired by the landscape at Forde Abbey, 
a sculpture trail around the house and 
gardens incorporating work by artists: Anne 
Marie O’Sullivan and Tom McWalter, Eleanor 
Lakelin, Vezzini & Chen, Kaori Tatebayashi 
and Katie Spragg. Entry fees apply.

BEES: The Interconnectedness of All Things 
[115]
Bruton School for Girls, Bruton

Taught by Lydia Needle, Bruton School for Girls 
students will sculpt tiny, lifesize British Bees in 
wool, representing just a few of the 260 varieties 
left in the UK. The bees become artworks as 
part of a whole school installation in the school’s 
gallery. 

Muse: Dorcas Casey [120]
Bruton Museum

Artist Dorcas Casey - Chard Museum is one 
of eight venues across Somerset and Devon 
taking part in Muse, a project which has 
enabled contemporary artists to respond to 
the fascinating historic collections held within 
community museums within the two counties. 
musemakers.wordpress.com

Free entry, free InspirED workshops available, 
contact Beccy Swaine.

 

BEES: The Interconnectedness of All Things
Image courtesy of Lydia Needle



Risk Assessment
Artists participating in Art Weeks will have public 
liability insurance and will have completed a risk 
assessment for the public visiting their venue – 
check this is in place.

Their risk assessment may need to be adapted  
for a larger group and an additional risk 
assessment will need to be completed for a 
practical workshop.

You may need to think about: 

• trip hazards and uneven floors

• sharp and heavy artist’s tools 

• paint and other materials 

• mobile heaters or electrical equipment

• first aid 

Planning a SAW visit checklist
Have you:

 Booked a date and time for the visit with the  
 artist/venue
 
 Confirmed via email or letter to make sure   
 you have a written record of all discussed

 Booked transport for the date 

 Confirmed staff support on the day 

 Completed additional risk assessment or   
 safeguarding measures 

 Prepared sketching materials and activity   
 sheets for the group

Somerset Art Works has worked with InspirED 
partners SPAEDA to provide useful guidance for 
Somerset Art Weeks visits. Use the Somerset Art 
Weeks Guide or SAW website to identify an artist 
or venue you would like to visit. Refer to the list of 
‘School Friendly’ venues listed in this pack. 

> Check the location and opening times  
 are suitable

> Phone and speak to the artist or venue contact

> Check they can accommodate a school group,  
 give approximate numbers and ages of pupils

> Check their venue is accessible by minibus  
 or small coach, and where the transport can  
 be parked during the visit.

> Check facilities including access, eating, 
 toilets etc 

> Consider using the activity sheets in this  
 resource pack as part of your visit

> Discuss whether they can give a short talk,   
 demonstration or a practical workshop 

> Discuss linking to a current topic or theme,  
 or exploring a particular technique

> Confirm any artist fees if applicable, in most  
 cases this will apply to practical workshops  
 only – don’t forget to include any costs  
 of materials

> Check they are happy for photographs to be  
 taken of their work, or if there is a restriction on  
 any materials being used in the venue

> Check for the artist’s previous experience, other 
 work they have done with school groups, ask  
 for examples or references 

> Involve as many staff members on the visit as  
 you can, as this gives the opportunity to share  
 skills and knowledge back at school

> Plan a further visit or meeting with the artist or  
 organise a telephone planning session – good  
 communication is vital to achieve an effective  
 partnership and successful visit. 

How to organise your own  
Somerset Art Weeks group visit



The following venues welcome 
pre-arranged visits from schools  
and some offer workshops. 
Please refer to advice pages in 
this pack. 
Venue numbers in brackets []

Katie Spragg workshop. Photo by Caroline Duval

MENDIP

[1] Rockaway Park, Temple Cloud, BS39 5BU

[2] Sally Wetherall, near Radstock, BA3 4PW

[3] Ephemeral & Eternal, Black Swan Arts, 
Frome, BA11 1BB

[5] Kuuki the things we take for granted but 
cannot live without, Black Swan Arts, Frome, 
BA11 1BB

[6] Kit Sadgrove Street Photography, Frome, 
BA11 1BH

[8] Gare Hill Road Pottery, near Witham Friary, 
Frome, BA11 5EX

[12] Small Down House, Chesterblade,  
BA4 6QX

[14] A Landscape of objects @ Kilver Court: In 
The Air by David Ward, Shepton Mallet,  
BA4 5NF

[16] Pilton Collective, Pilton, BA4 4BY

[17] Pilton Collective 2, Pilton, BA4 4DS

[20] Pilltown Chapel, West Pennard, 
Glastonbury, BA6 8NQ

[21] Amazing Space 2, Dove Studios, 
Butleigh, BA6 8TL

[22] Soles Footprints In Time, Street, BA16 
0BQ

[23] Red Brick Building, Glastonbury, BA6 9FT

[24] Grace Arts, Glastonbury, BA6 9FR

[25] Gather-ing, Somerset Rural Life Museum, 
Glastonbury, BA6 8DB

[29] Paper Prospects, Wells, BA5 2DJ

[31] Heritage Courtyard Studios & Gallery, 
Wells, BA5 2RR

[32] Sean Harris, Muse at Wells & Mendip 
Museum, Wells, BA5 2UE

[33] Wells Cathedral School, Wells, BA5 2ST

[34] Andelli Art, Wells, BA5 3QG

[40] Somerset Crafts, Westhay, BA6 9TT

[41] Art at Hide on The Hill, Newtown, 
Panborough, BA5 1PW

 

SEDGEMOOR

[42] Andrea Oak, Muse at Axbridge Museum, 
Axbridge, BS26 2AP

[43] Hopedene Studio, Weare, Axbridge, 
BS26 2LN

[46] Ways of Seeing, Spring Farm Arts, 
Moorlinch, Bridgwater, TA7 9DD

[48] Studio Woolavington Art Group, 
Woolavington, TA7 8DP

[52] The Chandos Society of Artists, 
Bridgwater, TA6 3DD



[54] Lucy Willis, Pennie Elfick & Judy 
Willoughby, Bridgwater, TA6 3RF

[55] Fiona Campbell & Angela Morley, 
Clayhill Arts, Bridgwater, TA5 2PH

WEST SOMERSET

[62] New Wave, Contains Art, Watchet,  
TA23 0AQ

[63] Echoes Waves, Contains Art, Watchet, 
TA23 0AZ

[65] Seven at Old Cleeve, near Watchet,  
TA24 6HW

[66] Leo Davey Studiogallery, Minehead, 
TA24 5UE 

TAUNTON DEANE

[68] Hurstone Studios, Waterrow, TA4 2AT

[70] Caroline Mcmillan Davey, Tom Wood & 
Judy Jeffery, Langford Budville, TA21 0QY

[71] The Old Brick Workshop, Wellington, 
TA21 9HW

[72] A Special Place, Wellington School, 
Wellington, TA21 8NT

[73] Siddy Langley Glass, Plymtree, near 
Cullompton, EX15 2JW

[80] Change, Taunton, TA1 3PF

[83] A landscape of Objects @ Hestercombe: 
The Fourteenth Seat by Jennie Savage, 
Taunton, TA2 8LG

 

SOUTH SOMERSET

[87] Colour In The Summer House, Horton, 
TA19 9QN

[89] Millhouse, Ilminster, TA19 9PS

[90] Caitlin Hefferman, Muse at Chard 
Museum, Chard, TA20 1QB

[92] Alice Crane, Tim Martin & guests, near 
Chard, TA20 3EP

[93] A Landscape of Objects @ Forde Abbey, 
Chard, TA20 4LU

[97] Water-Meadow-Wood, Yeovil, BA20 1UX

[98] Phillip Jennings, Yeovil, BA20 1LT

[104] A Landscape of Objects @ Lytes Cary 
Weekend Event, near Somerton, TA11 7HU

[109] Silk House Artists, Castle Cary, BA7 7AD

[110] Anticipation, The Market House, Castle 
Cary, BA7 7AH

[115] Bees the Interconnectedness of All 
Things, Bruton, BA10 0NT

[116] Shave Farm, South Brewham, BA10 0LG

[117] No Future Prospects, The Soup Kitchen 
of Love, Bruton Art Factory, Bruton, BA10 0EH

[118] Who What Where, Kings Bruton School, 
Bruton, BA10 0ED

[120] Dorcas Casey, Muse at Bruton Museum, 
Bruton, BA10 0AA

Katie Spragg Workshop. Photo by Caroline Duval



The Activity Sheets
Somerset Art Works has worked with InspirED partners SPAEDA to develop activity sheets, which can 
be used by students as a homework activity, part of a school visit to a venue or within the classroom. 
These can be printed as required and downloaded from 
somersetartworks.org.uk/what-we-do/learning
We can also offer advice by phone or email, contact Beccy Swaine on 01458 253800
beccy.swaine@somersetartworks.org.uk 
 

Somerset Art Weeks Guide  
Request Form
To request copies of the full colour Somerset Art Weeks Guide please email  
info@somersetartworks.org.uk  
or copy the reply slip below and post to the SAW office.  
Alternatively download the Guide pdf and view the online map at  
www.somersetartworks.org.uk

Teacher/Contact Name :............................................................................................................

School Name:............................................................................................................................

Delivery Address:.......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................

Postcode:.....................................   Email:.................................................................................      

Any feedback on the Education Pack? .....................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................

Please return to Somerset Art Works, The Town Hall, Bow Street, Langport, TA10 9PR  
info@somersetartworks.org.uk  

Illustrations by  
Amy Angold, Studio Boo



Questions
What is the number of the venue you have chosen?...................................................................

What artforms are at the venue? (hint: look in the guide, near to the venue number )

 painting printmaking drawing  sculpture ceramics or pottery  

 glass textiles photography film mixed media  

 stonecarving  willow   wood jewellery    

something else? Write it here........................................................................................................

Who are the artists at the venue? ................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

When you walked into the room what is the first thing you noticed?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Look closely, what materials and tools do you think the artist has used?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Which piece of art work do you like most and why?

......................................................................................................................................................

 
 
 

What to take with you
• Some plain paper with a clipboard or  
 a sketchbook

• a pencil 

• a rubber 

• colouring pencils or crayons

• a camera if you have one

How to find a venue 
Pick up a Guide from art venues, libraries or 
Tourist Information Centres in Somerset

Look at the SAW website

Contact the SAW office on 01458 253800  
info@somersetartworks.org.uk  
to request a guide.

Primary KS1 - KS2   
Activity Sheet
Visiting a Somerset Art Weeks Venue



Draw it in your sketchbook or on plain paper
Take a photo of it if you have a camera with you

How does this piece of art work make you feel?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

If you don’t like a piece of art work can you say why?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Artists often use things they have seen or thought about to give them ideas for their art work.  
These ideas are called themes or starting points 
 
What theme do you think this artist is using – what do you think the artwork is about?  
(hint: look in the guide or ask the artist if you’re not sure)

......................................................................................................................................................

Ask the artist a question about their work or what it is like to be an artist 

What question did you ask?.........................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

What did they say?.......................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Draw or photograph anything else you find interesting in the venue

Back at home or school:
Share your thoughts and ideas about the visit with your class, at assembly, with your family and 
friends, show them your drawings and photographs or make a class art weeks guide book featuring 
the artists you visited. 

Create some artwork in the same style as the artist you went to visit



How to complete the activity 
Use your sketchbook to jot down answers to the questions below – write and draw your ideas. 
Remember in a sketchbook there may not be a right or wrong answer it’s your ideas and thought 
processes that count!.
If you take photographs, add them to your sketchbook later along with any postcards, leaflets or 
interpretation notes from your visit. Add as many sketches or notes as you like, use the questions 
below as a starting point but feel free to add other thoughts and ideas as they occur to you.

Questions
Which Venue did you visit? 

Who are the artists? 

Describe the type of art work at this venue – think about both the artform and the way it is  
displayed – are any elements site specific ? 

What is your first impression of the work on show? What stands out straight away and why? 

Artists use different materials and techniques to create different effects, sometimes you will  
recognise familiar shapes and forms but in some pieces of work you see only marks, colours,  
light etc. 

What skills and techniques does the artist display in his/her work? 

Look closely, what materials and tools do you think the artist has used?  

Why do you think they have used these and what effect do they have? 

Are there any particular themes that you have noticed? 

Which piece of art work do you like most and why?   
If you don’t like the art work describe why? 

What to take with you
• a sketchbook for drawing and recording your  
 ideas (plain paper)

• a pencil and other sketching/writing materials

• a camera if you have one

Secondary KS3 - KS5   
Sketchbook based activity
Visiting a Somerset Art Weeks Venue

How to find a venue 
Pick up a Guide from art venues, libraries or 
Tourist Information Centres in Somerset

Look at the SAW website

Contact the SAW office on 01458 253800  
info@somersetartworks.org.uk  
to request a guide.



Has the artist written anything about their work? If so, how does this compare to  
your interpretation of their work?

If you have visited any other venues how does the art work compare? 

Ask the artist some questions about their work. E.g. Why and how did they become an artist? What do 
they enjoy about being an artist? What inspires them? What’s the worst thing about being an artist?

Draw or photograph things you find interesting – not just the artwork, consider the whole  
environment of the venue.

After the visit
Create a short presentation about your visit 

Share your thoughts about: 

• the artform, themes and techniques  of the artist

• the studio or gallery where the work was exhibited

• the impact the visit has had on your own artistic thinking– did you get any ideas from  
 the  visit for your artwork, could you see yourself working as an artist ?  Has it made you  
 consider visiting more art venues ?


