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Artist Residency Opportunity 
 
Artist Brief  
Water – Meadow – Wood 
Plus attachment Yeovil Country Park map 
 
Project Background 

 
V3 PROJECT - InVolve, Visit, Volunteer for Yeovil Country Park 

The V3 project aims to improve the opportunities and facilities for volunteers, visitors and 
the local community. We want to attract new visitors and enable people to become more 
involved in their Country Park and the countryside on their doorstep. The project will 
provide greater engagement with people and new opportunities to interpret the natural, 
cultural and historical heritage of the Country Park. 

 
The Project aims to: 

 Actively engage and work with the community, particularly encouraging those groups 
that are currently under-represented as users of the park, including those from more 
deprived social backgrounds, disabled, new ethnic populations, young people and 
children. 

 Develop Yeovil Country Park as a key educational and recreational resource through 
the provision of formal and informal learning opportunities 

 
The project partners wish to: 

 Increase the provision of interpretation opportunities within the country park 

 Identify the natural and cultural heritage of the park and develop ways to enhance 
local understanding and enjoyment 

 Develop a programme of creative activities in the park in a range of groups and 
individuals can participate 

 
 

About the Residency: Water – Meadow – Wood  
 
Contributing to the V3 PROJECT programme, Somerset Art Works (SAW) will appoint 
talented artists with a range of skills. We will follow the themes of Water – Meadow - Wood 
one theme a year over 3 years 2015 to 2017, 2017 is year three – Wood. 
 
The artist selected will be skilled in working with school and community groups and in some 
cases with groups with little spoken English. The artists will work with participants to co-
create artworks linked to the themes, celebrating the seasons, or cultural differences of 
natural  environments here and abroad, or the natural and social history of the place.  Artwork 
created will be showcased to the wider public through exhibitions/events. 
 
The workshop sessions and the outcomes will be inspired by the natural environment, built 
environment, history and culture of Yeovil Country Park. Through participation attendees will 
be taken on a voyage of discovery, stimulating imagination, enhancing creative skills, building 
confidence, to learn about and more greatly appreciate aspects of Yeovil Country Park.  
 
45 sessions will take place over the V3 project period of 3 years and we seek to engage 
around 130 people directly via workshops and events. 
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Year Three Artist Residency Opportunity 
Theme: Wood 
Artist fee: £2,700  
 
The theme for 2017 and the final year of the project is ‘Wood’ the woodland as a place 
and as a habitat, providing inspiration for creative exploration.  
The artist will deliver 15 participatory sessions through the Year Three residency period, 
overall a minimum of 10 full days’ work including R&D, workshops, showcasing and 
evaluation. It is expected that the workshops will be 15 x half day sessions spread over a 
period of months rather than an intensive block of time.  The majority of the sessions will take 
place outdoors in the Country Park and may include daytimes/ evenings/ weekends.  
 
The artist will work with participants in activities suitable for a range of abilities.  In Year Three 
we are looking to develop work with community, school and family groups in the park.  School 
sessions are likely to involve working with SEN pupils. We will facilitate the initial contact 
between the artist and groups.   

 
Year Three is the final year of the project and we would like the artist to work with groups to 
create work for a showcase exhibition /celebration event in September/ October 2017 to link 
into Somerset Art Weeks.  We also hope to include art work from the Year One and Year 
Two lead artists in this exhibition.  The Octagon Theatre is a possible venue for the 
showcase. 
 
Proposals are welcome from artists and makers working in any medium from painting to 
contemporary crafts, including digital, multi-media, installation, sound, moving image, 
photography and live art.   
 
Project blog from Year One and Two: https://watermeadowwood.wordpress.com/ 
 

 

Budget 
 

Artist Fee £2,700 - a minimum of 10 full days’ work on the project to include: research and 
development, planning with partners and groups, minimum 15 workshop sessions with 
identified groups, updating of the project blog and documentation, delivery of project 
showcasing, reporting and evaluation, travel, all expenses, VAT if applicable.  
Half day = 1 session, full day = 2 sessions. 

 
Materials budget £300 + natural resources from the park in agreement with Country Park.  

 
There is an additional budget of £300 for costs associated with the installation and 
display of the final showcase and or events.  

 
The artist can be supported by an assistant for which the budget is £500 (8 x half days 
including expenses) to assist with the project generally and ensure all contributions are 
recorded and documented and ensuring the online blog is updated throughout the course 
of the project.  

 
 
 

https://watermeadowwood.wordpress.com/
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Site host (Yeovil Country Park) and facilities 
 
The countryside service will not have the capacity to attend all sessions with the artist. 
However, those sessions in the park or specific to gaining knowledge and understanding of 
the park can be facilitated by ranger staff and/or volunteers on most occasions. 
Co- promote project activities, agree all aspects of H+S.  
Assist setting up of display in Visitors Centre/ Octagon Theatre and or in park surroundings. 
The Artist will have access to the volunteer’s rest room facilities adjacent to the Café.  
Also access to the rangers’ workshop (by arrangement).  
 

Responsibilities 
 
The artist will take responsibility for the following: 
- Research and development of the project,  
- Work with the project team to liaise with the community groups  
- Deliver 15 participatory workshops 
- Work with the identified groups closely to develop the outcomes of the project and final 

presentation  
- Work with project team to deliver and install the resultant artwork and/ or organise public 

and participatory events 
- Be responsible for implementing health and safety measures in all workshops and work 

areas.  
- Keep diary notes and photos documenting the development of the work during the 

project. 
- Update the project blog 
- Attend meetings with the project team when required. 
- Contribute to PR, marketing and social media.  
- End of project report, data collection 
 
 

Person Specification 
 

A track record in creative interaction with people and nature is important. The ability to work 
closely and sensitively with people of all ages and abilities is key, to engage participants in 
co-creation and the creative development of the residency. 
 

Artists will need to: 
- have track record in developing participatory projects and working with community 

groups or young people 
- be a good communicator and have the ability to manage their work with minimal 

supervision. 
- have a commitment to innovative arts practice and the sharing of high quality creativity. 
- have the ability to inspire others about the arts. 
- have an understanding of health and safety, equalities and child protection issues. 
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Timetable 
 
An indicative timescale of the project in Year Three 2017, is as follows.  
 
February – Brief circulated  

Monday March 6th midday – Deadline for applications 

Friday March 10th – shortlisted applicants notified 

Tuesday March 21st morning - Interviews in Yeovil 

End March – artist appointed 

April - Research and development, meetings with SSDC Country Park team + groups. 

May to August inclusive – Residency delivery period, workshop dates tbc with appointed 

artist and groups. Key delivery dates: Sat 20 May, Fri 28 July. 

Early September – set up showcase exhibition at Octagon Theatre Yeovil 

7/8 October – Somerset Art Weeks Family Friendly Weekend, offer workshop/ activity 

Mid October – De-install showcase, Review and evaluation. 

 
 

Terms and Conditions 
 
The project is administered by SAW.  
All appointed artists will be self- employed and will be responsible for their own tax and N.I. 
payments. 
Enhanced DBS and Public Liability Insurance of £5m will be required. 
Risk assessments will be carried out by the Artist working with SSDC.  
The ownership of the artists’ own work shall remain with the Artist unless otherwise agreed 
in   advance between the Partners and the Artists.  Work created with community 
members is jointly owned by the project and the groups involved.  Until the end of the 
Project Period as specified in the project schedule, the Partners will be responsible for 
holding and exhibiting the work, as appropriate.   
 

Equal Opportunities 
 
The appointment procedures for the commission will be carried out in accordance with 
SAW and SSDC equalities policies. 
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To apply 
 
Please submit a proposal considering the following: 
 
1. Why are you interested in this project? 
2. How would you approach this project? 
3. Your ideas and experience - creating outdoor work. 
4. Your practice and experience - working with groups, communities and schools.  
5. What is your understanding and experience of working with projects with strong links to 

the natural environment, people and nature? 
6. Your availability during the project period including key dates. 
7. Workshop delivery is likely to be in the format of 15 x half day workshops spread over a 

period of 4/5 months. This will involve frequent travelling to Yeovil Country Park for short 
half day sessions, travel costs are included in the artist’s fee so please consider the 
logistics of this before applying.  

8. Do you have DBS dated within the last 2 years? (we can process if necessary) 
9. Confirm PLI is held and value. 
 
Applications should be no more than 2 pages long, include three examples of your work 
and/or provide links to project websites and images.  
 
Applications will only be accepted by email, send to 
beccy.swaine@somersetartworks.org.uk by Monday 06 March midday. 
Maximum total email size 2MB, larger emails will be rejected by our server. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Somerset Art Works 
Somerset Art Works (SAW) is a non-profit making organisation promoting the Visual Arts 
and creating opportunities for Visual Artists and Makers in Somerset through advocacy, 
promotion and development.  
SAW initiates and manages a range of events, projects, commissions and opportunities 
and is a membership organisation for practising artists.  
www.somersetartworks.org.uk/   
 
Yeovil Country Park 
Yeovil Country Park is a 127 acre urban fringe countryside site that wraps itself around the 
southern and eastern side of the town of Yeovil. Comprised of 5 main land units, each with 
a unique and defining characteristic. The country park includes the river Yeo with a 
population of otters, Wyndham and Summerhouse Hills with superb local views and Penn 
Hill Park, a more formal setting, and the Victorian Valley gardens of Ninesprings with 
secluded grottos and a family of kingfishers and water voles. The Country Park was 
established in 2002 and offers a great resource to the people of Yeovil. 
 https://www.southsomersetcountryside.com/ 
 

 
     Deadline for applications: Monday 06 March Midday 
     Shortlisted candidates notified by: Friday 10 March  
     Interviews in Yeovil: Tuesday 21 March 2016 - am 

 

mailto:beccy.swaine@somersetartworks.org.uk
http://www.somersetartworks.org.uk/
https://www.southsomersetcountryside.com/

