
 

Call for proposal 
A Landscape of Objects at Kilver Court, Somerset 
 
We are inviting proposals from UK based artists working in any medium to create a 
site-specific contemporary artwork to be shown during Prospect:  Somerset Art Weeks 
Festival  (23 September - 8 October) at Kilver Court, Somerset. 
 
Located in Shepton Mallet, Kilver Court includes 3.5 acre gardens, as seen on BBC 
Gardeners’ World, feature a number of highlights including a millpond and ornamental 
boating lake created over 100 years ago; a reproduction of George Whitelegg’s Chelsea 
Gold Medal winning rockery and a formal parterre. The gardens sit in front of the historic 
Charlton Viaduct, providing an impressive backdrop to the surroundings. For more 
information www.kilvercourt.com/gardens 
 
Part of A Landscape of Objects,  a multi-site project takes place in Lytes Cary Manor, 
Hestercombe Garden and Gallery, Ford Abbey and Kilver Court, consisting of a series of 
site-specific commissions, residencies, bursaries and curated shows, including new work 
from the local to international artists in a range of media. It is a major artistic programme 
by Somerset Art Works (SAW) to encourage research by artists into the spirit of the place, 
local identity and rural context in the making and presenting of contemporary arts and 
craft, investigating innovative and imaginative uses of these important man-made 
landscapes.  
 
The programme also responds to ‘Prospect’, a curatorial focus for Somerset Art Works’ 
artistic programme between 2017-18. (http://somersetartworks.org.uk/prospect) We 
encourage artists to create new work that reflects the meaning behind prospect  in relation 
to the artistic interest and practice, or/and the wider social and cultural landscapes within 
the county and beyond. 
 
We are looking for an artist to create new work that will be primary presented at the 
garden and with possibility to show part of the work inside the Old Mill Buildings during 
Somerset Art Weeks Festival 2017.  We are particularly interested in the followings: 
 

- Work that responds or relevance to the historical, social and cultural landscape of 
Kilver Court, the surrounding communities and areas.  

- Contemporary visual arts production, i.e. installation, site-specific, sound, 
performance and multi-disciplinary.  

- Audience focus: engaging, inspiring and original. 
- We will prefer new work which have not been realised in any way previously, 

however, proposal of re-contextualise the previous work and to be presented in 
new way will be welcome.  

 
Timetable:  
April - appointment of artist 

 
 



 

May/June - Project delivery plan and brief information to be provided to Festival 
programme 
June - August - Production 
1 - 22 September - Installation (to be confirmed) 
22 September - launch event (to be confirmed) 
23 September - 8 October: Somerset Art Weeks Festival 
9 - 13 October: De-install (to be confirmed with a possibility for extension) 
 
Budget:  
Up to £4,000 available to include artist fee, transportation, production and installation.  
If necessary, we will support applicants to source additional funding and in-kind resources 
to ensure the realistic delivery of their project, please indicate this in your proposal. 
 
We support the research-based practice, the budget includes site-visits if this is essential 
in developing your work. Please indicate this in your application if it is relevant to your 
approach. 
 
We will provide in-kind support equivalent to £1,200 in curatorial, production, marketing 
and technical support in liaising with the site. 
 
Application: 
Please send your application to Somerset Art Works info@somersetartworks.org.uk by 
Monday 27 March 5pm to include the followings: 

- Your professional CV, including your contact details and website address 
- Outline your proposed work (max 2 pages) including any relevant information, i.e. 

approach, materials, dimensions, statements, technical requirements, budget, 
maintenance and display location. 

- Images to illustrate your proposal, including drawings, visualisation or previous 
work. Please include all images in one single document no more than 5MB in file 
size in pdf format. 

 
Shortlisted artists will be invited for a site visit and interview on the week commencing 17 
April. 
 
For informal discussion, please contact Zoe Li, Programme Associate via SAW Office on 
01458 253800 or alternatively email info@somersetartworks.org.uk.  
 
Somerset Art Works  
www.somersetartworks.org.uk 
 
A Landscape of Object at  
Kilver Court is funded by 
Arts Council England 
Lottery Programme in 
partnership with Kilver 
Court.  

 
 



 

 
 
About Kilver Court 
www.kilvercourt.com/gardens 
 

Kilver Court’s three and a half acre gardens were 
created at the beginning of the 1900's by then owner 
Ernest Jardine (1859 - 1947). A progressive 
industrialist, Jardine ran a lace-making factory on 
the Kilver Court site and created the gardens as a 
recreational space for his employees. Jardine's 
'model factory' became known as 'Jardines Park' 
and were used as a place of recreation and 
relaxation for the busy, factory workforce.  
 

By 1907,  Jardine had employed 128 people and 
produced machinery for his lace-making business. 
The mill became a real community, with Ernest 
providing recreation rooms for his workers, as well 
as introducing a pub, the Ship Inn, to the site and 
even a school house for the workers' children to 
attend. The old school house is today recognisable 
as the Mulberry Factory Outlet shop. At the back of 
the factory, Jardine restored the existing mill pond, 
transforming it into an ornamental lake with a small 
rowing boat for the employees. Fruit and vegetables were grown to provide lunchtime 
meals and allotments were created to encourage workers to grow their own food.  
 

The Showering family have made cider in Shepton Mallet for over 200 years, and set up 
their first brewery at the former Ship Inn which sits at the front of the Kilver Court site. Part 
of the original brewery in Kilver Street still remains and is used for cider making. The Great 
Grandfather of the present Showering generation acquired the land on Kilver Street in 1843 
and Francis Showering joined the family business in 1929, producing the experimental 
drink 'Babycham' in 1947. The success of the new drink prompted massive expansion and 
Showering's acquired the Kilver Court buildings that sat alongside the River Sheppey to 
have as a production site.  
 

Jardine's Park and mill, which were lying empty, were obtained during further expansion in 
the late 1950's. Francis Showering oversaw the landscaping of the gardens and in 1961 
based his designs on the Chelsea Flower Show gold medal winning garden by Mr Whiteleg 
- who came himself to oversee the project. 
 
In 1996, Roger Saul, founder of the Mulberry fashion brand bought the site. Roger 
re-opened the gardens in 2008 with new addition of a formal parterre, organic vegetable 
garden, stumpery and wild meadow border.  The old mill buildings now the Kilver Court 
Designer Village and restaurants. A new garden nursery was opened in 2016 and Roger is 
currently working on redesigning a 100m herbaceous border. 

 
 

http://www.kilvercourt.com/gardens

