
Somerset Art Weeks Education Resources 
How to make the most of Somerset Art Weeks 
Somerset Art Weeks Festival showcases a broad-ranging programme of contemporary visual arts 
and craft, featuring group shows, new commissions, projects and events in more than 100 locations 
across Somerset. This year Momentum sets the tone for the Festival which runs 03 - 18 October 2015.  

There are many ways to get involved and discover opportunities for inspiring creativity and learning 
outside the classroom. The Somerset Art Weeks Education Resources are part of SAW’s InspirED offer 
to Somerset schools, designed to help schools obtain maximum benefit from the event.

Essential information including:

• Somerset Art Weeks Education days on 06  
 and 13 October at the InspirED Showcase,  
 Hestercombe

• Artist workshops with InspirED discounts

• A list of Art Weeks Venues welcoming  
 school visits

• Practical information to assist in the  
 organisation of venue visits, tours, workshops  
 and preparing risk assessments

• Homework and activity sheet templates for  
 students in Key Stages 1 to 5

 

Visiting venues during Somerset Art Weeks  
offers schools the opportunity to:

• Generate enthusiasm and interest in the arts 

• Experience high quality arts activities and   
 opportunities for practical workshops 

• Demonstrate the range of artists’ talent in  
 the county 

• Provide insight into artists’ work with    
 opportunities to ask the artists questions  
 first-hand

• Raise expectations in the arts and encourage  
 young people to see the arts as a career or   
 leisure choice

• Develop partnerships with local artists

SAW aims to embed learning throughout all our activities, and 
develops learning programmes to enable professional artists to work 
with schools and communities. We currently deliver the following:   
• InspirED Somerset Arts Education
• Somerset Art Weeks Learning Programme
• Project delivery in local communities

www.somersetartworks.org.uk/what-we-do/learning
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InspirED is a consortium of Somerset arts organisations bringing the skills and expertise of arts 
and media professionals direct to schools, colleges and children’s centres across Somerset. 
Working together as InspirED, Somerset Art Works, Somerset Film, SPAEDA and Take Art, are 
contracted by Somerset County Council Schools Compact to deliver an arts education network.
www.inspiredsomerset.org.uk

InspirED Somerset - Enriching Creative Learning  
for Somerset Children and Young People 

ArtNET CPD workshop for teachers
13 October 4-6pm

Photography workshop with Richard Tomlinson. 
Filmmaker and photographer Richard will 
show you how to make more creative use of 
photography including making the familiar 
seem unfamiliar through close up photography 
and stereoscopic images, much-loved by the 
Victorians! Free to InspirED schools.

Showcase exhibition includes: Robert Blake 
Academy with printmaker Ange Hart, Magna 
Carta large scale banners created by Somerset 
schools with Lucy Hinds, Ansford Academy 
dioramas with Melanie Tomlinson, South 
Petherton Junior School prints with Megan 
Players, Castle School conflict project with Jon 
England, Fairmead School SEN water images 
with Deborah Westmancoat, Mendip and Taunton 
PRU, Huish Sixth with Ian McKay.

Also in the main Hestercombe Gallery  
Double Take: Photography and the Garden 
photographs by garden designer Gertrude Jekyll 
and work by leading contemporary artists Sarah 
Jones, Helen Sear and Mark Edwards. 

On other dates entrance fee to the exhibitions 
and gardens is: Adults £10.50, Children £4.00, 
Students £6.00 www.hestercombe.com

Throughout the year artist workshops in 
schools inspire pupils to explore and create 
new work. Both students’ and artists’  
work is on show at Hestercombe House,  
developed through the InspirED arts  
education network and SAW projects. We 
welcome you to come and see the schools’ 
showcase exhibition and take advantage of 
our Somerset Art Weeks Education Offer: 

Two InspirED education days
Tuesdays 06 and 13 October

Free entry with introduction to the exhibitions plus 
activities for InspirED schools.

Artist workshops 
Available on the education days (chargeable).

InspirED showcase reception  
and private view
Tuesday 06 October 5-7pm

Come and see the showcase exhibition and 
celebrate the recent successes of the InspirED 
network. RSVP by 30 September 
info@somersetartworks.org.uk

InspirED Schools Showcase at Hestercombe
Somerset Art Weeks Festival, Venue number 7



Workshops Available on 06 and 13 October  
at Hestercombe Showcase

Workshop

The Magic Garden 
- Printmaking with 
Colour

Can a camera be a 
can?

Eyes in the back of 
your head

The Making of a River

Water Walk and Paint

Entomology Art in 
metal and mixed 
media

Description

Design, cut and 
use chine colle 
to produce multi-
coloured prints based 
on the garden

Making pinhole 
cameras from a  
steel can

Turning a large 
cardboard box into a 
head-worn personal 
camera obscura

Outdoors activity 
using collected water 
from the landscape 
to make our own 20 
metre long ‘river’

A walk through 
the watery areas 
of Hestercombe, 
collecting water to 
use in our paintings. 
Ink and watercolour 
sketches

Insects from metal 
and other media to 
create Entomology 
art. Bugs, butterflies 
and other small 
creatures to be set on 
pins and mounted

Artist

Megan Players

Frances Aitken

Frances Aitken

Deborah 
Westmancoat

Deborah 
Westmancoat

Melanie Tomlinson

Ages

Year 2+, primary  
and secondary

Secondary

All

Primary, especially 
Reception and Key 
Stage One

All
Can be adapted  
for SEN

All

Discounted costs for InspirED schools:  
2 hour workshop £100 plus materials, 4 hour workshop £200 plus materials.

For further advice and information regarding InspirED / Somerset 
Art Weeks Education please contact Beccy Swaine inspired@
somersetartworks.org.uk 01458 253800



Step in Stone 
(venue 60)

Contemporary site-specific artworks by leading 
local and international artists around 3 disused 
and working Mendip quarries, with 3 related 
indoor exhibitions. 

 One Artist Led Tour is on offer to an InspirED  
 school FREE! Tuesday 13th October 9.30am- 
 12.30pm, ages 7 upwards, 25 students max.   
 The tour starts at Somerset Earth Science  
 Centre. Contact Beccy Swaine.

Every Picture Tells a Story (venue 24)

Including: BIG DRAW at BOW WHARF, Gideon 
Mendel: Drowning World, Jethro Brice: Flatner. 

Momentum Commission:  
Simon Lee Dicker (venue 34)

Momentum – Huish Sixth at Haynes 
Motor Museum (venue 37)

seam Collective – shiftWorks (venue 39) 

Momentum Commission: The Car 
Boot Museum by Alice Maddicott  
(venue 63) 

The Craftivist Garden  
SAW Projects (venue 5)

The Genesis Centre at Somerset College blooms 
with the Craftivist Garden for Somerset Art Weeks. 
Participants from around the county have been 
invited to knit, crochet and embroider flowers and 
take time to think about wellbeing. Research was 
undertaken by Falmouth University to demonstrate 
how craft activities can help improve wellbeing by 
involving participants in the connected, sensory 
and mindful process of making things.

Routes to the River Tone 
SAW Projects (venue 6) 

Artists have engaged local communities in creative 
projects, events and activities through a new 
SAW partnership with Somerset Wildlife Trust on 
the Routes to the River Tone Project in Taunton. 
Artists appointed for 2015 include: nature street 
artist Louis Masai painting outdoor spaces and 
Melanie Tomlinson working on a pop-up guerrilla 
art trail with local residents. Guided walk in 
Taunton on Sunday 04 October or contact Beccy 
Swaine to help arrange your own school walk.

Water–Meadow–Wood 
SAW Projects (venue 42)

Deborah Westmancoat was awarded the ‘Water’ 
artist residency for three-year project Water – 
Meadow – Wood at Yeovil Country Park. Working 
alongside the Countryside Team at South 
Somerset District Council, Fairmead School, 
RAISE and Short Breaks family groups, this project 
encourages local people to interpret the natural, 
cultural and historical heritage of the Country Park. 

...is at the core of SAW’s work. The Somerset Art Weeks Festival showcases some  
of our projects in local communities alongside exciting projects and shows around 
the county developed by our members, including:

Placing art  
in the heart of  
our communities

http://somersetartworks.org.uk/venues/step-in-stone/
http://somersetartworks.org.uk/venues/spaedas-big-draw/
http://somersetartworks.org.uk/venues/momentum-commission-simon-lee-dicker/
http://somersetartworks.org.uk/venues/momentum-huish-episcopi-academy-a-level-at-haynes-international-motor-museum/
http://somersetartworks.org.uk/venues/seam-collective-shiftworks/
http://somersetartworks.org.uk/venues/the-car-boot-museum/
http://somersetcraftivist.wordpress.com
http://somersetartworks.org.uk/venues/craftivist-garden-saw-projects/
http://somersetartworks.org.uk/what-we-do/projects/current-projects/our-place/routes-to-the-river-tone-with-somerset-wildlife-trust/
http://somersetartworks.org.uk/venues/routes-to-the-river-tone/
http://www.somersetwildlife.org/routestotherivertone
http://www.louismasai.com/
http://www.melanietomlinson.co.uk/
https://watermeadowwood.wordpress.com/
http://somersetartworks.org.uk/venues/water-meadow-wood/


Area  Venue  Title   Venue Address  

Taunton Deane  1 The Old Brick Workshop Wellington

Taunton Deane 2 The Quartz Festival Taunton

Taunton Deane 3 Perfectense Taunton

Taunton Deane 4 Hand of Four Taunton

Taunton Deane 5 Craftivist Garden – SAW Projects Taunton

Taunton Deane 6 Routes to the River Tone Taunton

Taunton Deane 7 InspirED Schools Showcase Cheddon Fitzpaine

South Somerset 12 Flock Together Honiton

South Somerset 16 Millhouse Ilminster

South Somerset 19 Bowdens Farm Creative Hambridge 

South Somerset 23 For Every Cloud Langport

South Somerset 24 Every Picture Tells a Story Langport

South Somerset 25 Moor Pots, Paint, Glass & Textiles Langport

South Somerset 28 Somerset Guild of Craftsmen Somerton Somerton

South Somerset 31 The Secret Garden Hinton St George

South Somerset 33 Haselbury Plucknett – Three Artists Nr Crewkerne

South Somerset 34 Momentum Commission: Simon Lee Dicker West Coker

South Somerset 37 Huish Sixth, Haynes Motor Museum Sparkford, Yeovil

South Somerset 39 seam Collective – shiftWorks Yeovil

South Somerset 40 Eastville Project Yeovil

South Somerset 42 Water- Meadow- Wood Yeovil

South Somerset 45 STASIS  South Cheriton

South Somerset 46 Art At Stourhead Gardens Wincanton

South Somerset 47 Sustaining Balance Stourton

South Somerset 51 Momentum Castle Cary

South Somerset 52 Bruton School for Girls – Anais Tondeur Bruton

South Somerset 54 Kings School Bruton – Diversity Bruton

South Somerset 55 Shave Farm Bruton

The following venues welcome pre-arranged visits from schools and some  
offer workshops. Please refer to advice pages in this pack.



Area  Venue  Title  Venue Address  

Mendip 56 Gare Hill Road Pottery Nr Frome

Mendip 57 The Nunney Sculpture Trail and Exhibition Nunney

Mendip 58 Kirsten Cooke and Andy Palmer at Rook Lane Frome

Mendip 59 Songs from the Land at the Silk Mill Frome

Mendip 60 step in stone Frome

Mendip 62 Past, Present and Future: SAW Projects showcase Bath

Mendip 63 Momentum Commission:  
  The Car Boot Museum by Alice Madditcott Bath

Mendip 65 The Dell  Pilton

Mendip 66 Pilton Collective Pilton

Mendip 69 Millfield Prep School Glastonbury

Mendip 70 Pilltown Chapel, West Pennard West Pennard

Mendip 71 Yulia Allen, Sue Allen, Kate Dimambro,  Glastonbury

  Belinda-Jane Miers

Mendip 74 Blue Cedar Print Works Glastonbury

Mendip 76 Glastonbury Galleries Glastonbury

Mendip 77 Grace Arts Glastonbury

Mendip 78 Red Brick Building Glastonbury

Mendip 80 Sole Searching at The Shoe Museum Street

Mendip 81 Amazing Space: A Celebration of The Dove Butleigh

Mendip 82 Somerset Crafts Gallery Westhay

Mendip 88 The Extra Mile Wells

Sedgemoor 93 Andrea Oke and Juliet Arnison Cross

Sedgemoor 95 Sense of Place – Joy Merron & Donna Vale Brean

Sedgemoor 97 From the Clay to the Sea Burnham-on-Sea

Sedgemoor 98 Studio Woolavington Art Group Woolavington

Sedgemoor 103 Swept Away Moorlinch

Sedgemoor 104 Simon Watson Middlezoy

West Somerset 109 Tideline Timeline Watchet

West Somerset 110 Magic of Trees Watchet

West Somerset 112 Seven at Old Cleeve Nr Watchet

West Somerset 113 Foxes Hotel Minehead

West Somerset 114 Lanacre Barn Gallery Withypool



Risk Assessment
Artists participating in Art Weeks will have public 
liability insurance and will have completed a risk 
assessment for the public visiting their venue – 
check this is in place.

Their risk assessment may need to be adapted  
for a larger group and an additional risk 
assessment will need to be completed for a 
practical workshop.

You may need to think about: 

• trip hazards and uneven floors

• sharp and heavy artist’s tools 

• paint and other materials 

• mobile heaters or electrical equipment

• first aid 

Planning a SAW visit checklist
Have you:

 Booked a date and time for the visit with the  
 artist/venue
 
 Confirmed via email or letter to make sure   
 you have a written record of all discussed

 Booked transport for the date 

 Confirmed staff support on the day 

 Completed additional risk assessment or   
 safeguarding measures 

 Prepared sketching materials and activity   
 sheets for the group

SAW has worked with InspirED partners SPAEDA 
to provide useful guidance for Somerset Art Weeks 
visits. Use the Somerset Art Weeks Guide or  
SAW website to identify an artist or venue you 
would like to visit. Refer to the list of ‘School 
Friendly’ venues listed in this pack. 

> Check the location and opening times  
 are suitable

> Phone and speak to the artist or venue contact

> Check they can accommodate a school group,  
 give approximate numbers and ages of pupils

> Check their venue is accessible by minibus  
 or small coach, and where the transport can  
 be parked during the visit.

> Check facilities including access, eating, 
 toilets etc 

> Consider using the activity sheets in this  
 resource pack as part of your visit

> Discuss whether they can give a short talk,   
 demonstration or a practical workshop 

> Discuss linking to a current topic or theme,  
 or exploring a particular technique

> Confirm any artist fees if applicable, in most  
 cases this will apply to practical workshops  
 only – don’t forget to include any costs  
 of materials

> Check they are happy for photographs to be  
 taken of their work, or if there is a restriction on  
 any materials being used in the venue

> Check for the artist’s previous experience, other 
 work they have done with school groups, ask  
 for examples or references 

> Involve as many staff members on the visit as  
 you can, as this gives the opportunity to share  
 skills and knowledge back at school

> Plan a further visit or meeting with the artist or  
 organise a telephone planning session – good  
 communication is vital to achieve an effective  
 partnership and successful visit. 

How to organise your own  
Somerset Art Weeks group visit

http://somersetartworks.org.uk/artweeks15/


The Activity Sheets
SAW has worked with InspirED partners SPAEDA to develop activity sheets, which can be used by 
students as a homework activity, part of a school visit to a venue or within the classroom. These can 
be printed as required and downloaded from http://somersetartworks.org.uk/what-we-do/learning/
We can also offer advice by phone or email, contact Beccy Swaine on 01458 253800
inspired@somersetartworks.org.uk 

Somerset Art Weeks Guide  
Request Form
To request copies of the full colour Art Weeks Guide please email  
info@somersetartworks.org.uk  
or copy the reply slip below and post to the SAW office.  
Alternatively download the Guide pdf and view the online map at  
www.somersetartworks.org.uk

Teacher/Contact Name :............................................................................................................

School Name:............................................................................................................................

Delivery Address:.......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................

Postcode:.....................................   Email:.................................................................................      

Any feedback on the Education Pack? .....................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................

Please return to SAW, The Town Hall, Bow Street, Langport, TA10 9PR  
info@somersetartworks.org.uk  

ArtNET - CPD weaving workshop for teachers



Questions
What is the number of the venue you have chosen?...................................................................

What artforms are at the venue? (hint: look in the guide, near to the venue number )

 painting printmaking drawing  sculpture ceramics or pottery  

 glass textiles photography film mixed media  

 stonecarving  willow   wood jewellery    

something else? Write it here........................................................................................................

Who are the artists at the venue? ................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

When you walked into the room what is the first thing you noticed?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Look closely, what materials and tools do you think the artist has used?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Which piece of art work do you like most and why?

......................................................................................................................................................

 
 
 

What to take with you
• Some plain paper with a clipboard or  
 a sketchbook

• a pencil 

• a rubber 

• colouring pencils or crayons

• a camera if you have one

How to find a venue 
Pick up a Guide from art venues, libraries or 
Tourist Information Centres in Somerset

Look at the SAW website

Contact the SAW office on 01458 253800  
info@somersetartworks.org.uk  
to request a guide.

Primary KS1 - KS2   
Activity Sheet
Visiting a Somerset Art Weeks Venue

http://somersetartworks.org.uk/artweeks15/


Draw it in your sketchbook or on plain paper
Take a photo of it if you have a camera with you

How does this piece of art work make you feel?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

If you don’t like a piece of art work can you say why?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Artists often use things they have seen or thought about to give them ideas for their art work.  
These ideas are called themes or starting points 
 
What theme do you think this artist is using – what do you think the artwork is about?  
(hint: look in the guide or ask the artist if you’re not sure)

......................................................................................................................................................

Ask the artist a question about their work or what it is like to be an artist 

What question did you ask?.........................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

What did they say?.......................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Draw or photograph anything else you find interesting in the venue

Back at home or school:
Share your thoughts and ideas about the visit with your class, at assembly, with your family and 
friends, show them your drawings and photographs or make a class art weeks guide book featuring 
the artists you visited. 

Create some artwork in the same style as the artist you went to visit



How to complete the activity 
Use your sketchbook to jot down answers to the questions below – write and draw your ideas. 
Remember in a sketchbook there may not be a right or wrong answer it’s your ideas and thought 
processes that count!.
If you take photographs, add them to your sketchbook later along with any postcards, leaflets or 
interpretation notes from your visit. Add as many sketches or notes as you like, use the questions 
below as a starting point but feel free to add other thoughts and ideas as they occur to you.

Questions
Which Venue did you visit? 

Who are the artists? 

Describe the type of art work at this venue – think about both the artform and the way it is  
displayed – are any elements site specific ? 

What is your first impression of the work on show? What stands out straight away and why? 

Artists use different materials and techniques to create different effects, sometimes you will  
recognise familiar shapes and forms but in some pieces of work you see only marks, colours,  
light etc. 

What skills and techniques does the artist display in his/her work? 

Look closely, what materials and tools do you think the artist has used?  

Why do you think they have used these and what effect do they have? 

Are there any particular themes that you have noticed? 

Which piece of art work do you like most and why?  If you don’t like the art work describe why. 

What to take with you
• a sketchbook for drawing and recording your  
 ideas (plain paper)

• a pencil and other sketching/writing materials

• a camera if you have one

Secondary KS3 - KS5   
Sketchbook based activity
Visiting a Somerset Art Weeks Venue

How to find a venue 
Pick up a Guide from art venues, libraries or 
Tourist Information Centres in Somerset

Look at the SAW website

Contact the SAW office on 01458 253800  
info@somersetartworks.org.uk  
to request a guide.

http://somersetartworks.org.uk/artweeks15/


Has the artist written anything about their work? If so, how does this compare to  
your interpretation of their work?

If you have visited any other venues how does the art work compare? 

Ask the artist some questions about their work. E.g. Why and how did they become an artist? What do 
they enjoy about being an artist? What inspires them? What’s the worst thing about being an artist?

Draw or photograph things you find interesting – not just the artwork, consider the whole  
environment of the venue.

After the visit
Create a short presentation about your visit 

Share your thoughts about: 

• the artform, themes and techniques  of the artist

• the studio or gallery where the work was exhibited

• the impact the visit has had on your own artistic thinking– did you get any ideas from  
 the  visit for your artwork, could you see yourself working as an artist ?  Has it made you  
 consider visiting more art venues ?


