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Developing visual arts and the arts 
community in Somerset



SAW has had another good and busy year, 
from a hugely successful Open Studios  
Art Weeks to projects Z-Twist, the Great 
Crane Project, Our Place and InspirED. 

During Art Weeks Open Studios over 
300 painters, sculptors, furniture makers, 
photographers and more, opened their  
doors to the public. The variety and quality  
of makers in Somerset is astonishing.  
The Family Friendly weekend helped bring 
the Weeks to a younger generation - and 
contributed to the estimated 55,000 visitors.

Z-Twist, led by Patricia Dixon, brought 
together three contemporary textile  
designer/makers. Lucy Lean, Penny Wheeler 
and Debbie Smith worked towards two 
exhibitions, learning from their experiences 
with textile manufacturers Fox Brothers & Co, 
John Boyd Textiles and WCP, and supported 
by Stroud International Textiles and The 
Somerset Heritage Service. The exhibitions 
were held at The Pink Cabbage Gallery in 
Stroud and Somerset College in Taunton.  
The project finished with a symposium ‘Make, 
Create, Cultivate” at Somerset College in July.

The ongoing Great Crane Project had  
a wonderful highlight in 2014 when schools  
in the Stoke St Gregory area made illuminated 
Great Crane lanterns. They were paraded in 
a celebration with specially created dance 
and music, and the event hosted by Coates, 
who, amongst other things, make willow 
charcoal for artists across the world. Artist 
Sarah Butterworth led the project with the 
involvement of InspirED schools. 

The ‘Our Place’ project launch in Priorswood 
invited local residents in North Taunton  
to have creative ideas for the community. 
The launch was led by artist Sophie Layzell. 
Penny Wheeler ran Weave Bombing and 
Pom Pom making activities and a weaving 
workshop. Nina Grow-Lewis ran the Craftivist 
Garden workshops, designed to encourage 
wellbeing.

Our new website went live towards the end  
of the year. Visually it is more dynamic, and 
also easier and better for the user. It has 
become a very useful tool for members and 
those interested in the arts in Somerset.

Now we can look forward to “Momentum”, 
this year’s theme for our Art Weeks Festival  
of exhibitions and events. It promises to  
be an exciting and wide ranging group 
of shows throughout this creative and 
enterprising county.

Lastly I can’t help mentioning that it was not 
an easy year for much of Somerset - nature 
flexed its muscles on the Levels and some 
artists were badly affected by the flooding, 
but we look forward to their renewed energy 
in 2015.

Richard Pomeroy
SAW Chair

A Word 
from the Chair
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SAW’s commitment  
to placing Art at the Heart  
of Somerset

Top to Bottom:
Pride of Priorswood
Celebration of Cranes
Penny Wheeler Z-twist sketchbook (own image) 
Bruton School for Girls
Craftivist Garden
All images by Nisha Haq

What we pledge:

To work holistically to develop the quality,  
range and accessibility of visual arts in Somerset.

To make Somerset a place where people
expect to engage with excellent visual art  
that is surprising and distinctive.

To create an atmosphere of adventure and
experimentation that will inspire artists to
produce and present new work, and encourage
audiences both to embrace and engage with it.

To work in partnership with other arts and non  
arts organisations to initiate visual arts projects
across a wide variety of settings, always looking
to facilitate the artists’ professional development.

What we deliver:

Commissions/bursaries to give visual artists
opportunities for innovation and excellence,
enabling both experimentation and collaboration.

Placements and bursary opportunities  
for emerging artists.

Educational workshops and participatory events
to introduce new audiences to the visual arts  
in Somerset.

Co-operation with voluntary sector partners to
enable artists to contribute to the quality of life
and environment in Somerset.

Right: The Company of Cranes school workshops 
(Photo by Melanie Tomlinson) 
Inset: Pop-up Meadow activity (Photo by Nisha Haq)

Working  
with Children  
and Young People 

InspirED is a consortium of Somerset 
arts organisations - comprising Somerset 
Art Works, Somerset Film, SPAEDA 
and Take Art - bringing the skills and 
expertise of arts and media professionals 
direct to schools, colleges and children’s 
centres across the county.

SAW is committed to supporting the 
development of young people’s artistic 
talent, as well as building relationships 
between schools and the community.  
In 2014 artists delivered creative 
activities linked to Somerset Art Weeks 
and SAW Projects, working with teachers 
and students in 34 education settings.

“To challenge and engage middle 
achieving students, especially boys,  
is a particular school priority, and 
this project certainly made a positive 
contribution here. I can point to 220 
children who have done something  
they wouldn’t normally have done  
and that’s quite compelling.”
Head of Art and Design, Castle SchoolMain: Lucy Lean with Bruton School for Girls 

Inset: Teachers Art Net at Castle School
All images by Nisha Haq



The Somerset Art Weeks Open Studios  
year has now been renamed Somerset Open 
Studios. The event draws Art Weeks back to 
its roots, focusing on artists in their working 
environment. It concentrates on artists as 
individuals; how they make their work; their 
inspiration and creative processes. It aims to 
support artists who want to work professionally 
and promote their creative business locally.  
It provides the opportunity to visit artists’  
own small studios, homes and temporary 
studio spaces.

“Congratulations on all aspects of Open 
Studios, the guide is a work of art in itself! We 
could write pages about our visits and the 
lovely people we met; how much we learned 
about techniques and processes and our lovely 
Somerset towns, villages and countryside. 
Thank you for giving us so much.”

The Creative Pathways programme offers different 
‘art-form specific’ levels of support throughout the 
year, with bursary opportunities, usually available 
in the spring, for artists who wish to develop new 
work as part of the Art Weeks Festival or Open 
Studios event. The programme is designed to 
respond to particular artistic requirements, with  
a menu of options.

Four local artists benefitted from tailor-made 
Creative Pathways support in 2014, enabling the 
development and delivery of high quality artworks. 
They were: 

Lucy Pendrick at  Number Seven, Dulverton •	
(funded by West Somerset NADFAS)
Joy Merron at Black Swan Arts, Frome•	
Andrea Oke at Thornreed Studio, Lower Godney•	
Mayumi Kaneko at Somerset Guild of Craftsmen, •	
Somerton

Somerset Open Studios 
2014

Creative Pathways
Professional Development for SAW member artists

Open Studios 2014
by Numbers
Number of visitors:    50,225

Number of artists:    320

Number of venues:    205

Average attendance  
per venue:     245

Sales figures total:     £203,280
(among 93 selling venues)

Top: Jenny Dutton image by Nisha Haq
Middle: Mayumi Kaneko  image by Davina Jelley
Bottom:Lucy Pendrick image by Davina Jelley

Top left: Sue Lowe
Top right: Leo Davey
Middle: Chris Lee
Work by Kirstie Macleod,
All images by Nisha Haq



Working with Communities
Craftivist Garden
Somerset Art Works was invited by Falmouth 
University to co-ordinate a Somerset cluster 
of the national Craftivist project. Workshops 
facilitated by Nina Grow-Lewis took place in 
North Taunton as part of SAW’s Our Place 
project. The Craftivist Garden is a unique 
project that goes beyond seeing craft as 
a relaxing hobby but exploring craft as an 
incredible tool to help us connect, challenge 
ourselves and help us grow and flourish in  
our lives.  

Participants from all around the UK were  
invited to knit, crochet and embroider 
flowers and take time to think about 
wellbeing. Through this process, research 
was undertaken by Falmouth University 
to demonstrate how craft activities can help 
improve wellbeing by involving participants  
in the connected, sensory and mindful 
process of making things.  
See: somersetcraftivist.wordpress.com

“When you craft you become absorbed 
and focused which takes your mind off your 
troubles. I can’t recommend crafting enough!”  
Craftivist workshop participant

A Celebration of Cranes
Somerset Art Works and The Great Crane 
Project have worked in partnership since 
2010. SAW has commissioned a number of 
professional artists to develop a programme  
of community engagement projects, inspired  
by cranes, to offer creative opportunities to 
local schools, groups and individuals and 
to help raise awareness of this fascinating 
conservation project.

Artist Sarah Butterworth was commissioned  
to lead an exciting celebratory project working 
with school and community groups through  
the Autumn of 2014. 

‘A Celebration of Cranes’ marked 5 years of 
the Great Crane Project and SAW’s creative 
partnership through this period, culminating on 
22 November with a procession of illuminated 
lanterns, crane puppets, dance and live music.
 

Our Place
During August 2014, SAW was invited to be 
part of the Pride in Priorswood events. Artist 
Sophy Layzell met local people to find out 
what creative community projects they wanted 
to get involved in and why. This informed 
the beginnings of the Our Place project in 
Priorswood. Z-Twist artist Penny Wheeler 
ran Weave Bombing and Pom Pom making 
activities at the events. Aimed at family groups 
there was lots of enthusiasm from all ages. 

In October 2014 Penny went on to run a 
series of weaving workshops at Priorswood 
Community Centre. Participants learnt about 
the history of weaving locally, experimented 
with weaving techniques and held discussions 
around creating a warmth of belonging - what  
it feels like to belong in a place or community. Main image: Celebration of Cranes image by Nisha Haq

Inset: Craftivist Garden image by Carol Carey



SAW  
by numbers

Facebook friends:  4,079
Twitter followers:  2,111
Web/blog visits:  66,870
Workshop
participants:  1,487

SAW income 
and expenditure

Income 
Membership and Friends  16% 
Grants     67%
Donations and Sponsorship  2% 
Art Weeks Registration  15%

Expenditure 
Art Weeks   35%
Projects and Artist Fees  43%
Staff    7%
Overheads   9%

Investing in  
the Arts Community
The central focus of the last two-year programme 
of visual and applied arts activity ‘Make, Create, 
Cultivate’ was the imaginative and innovative use of 
locally sourced raw materials, and ways of translating 
these processes and products into new platforms 
and markets for makers, producers and artists.

The long-term ambition was that it should lead 
to several on-going initiatives in professional 
development, education, and further partnerships. 
Its success in broad terms has ensured a rich 
programme of professional development, education 
and community participation, which will be continued 
to be developed with all our project partners.

The main areas of creative activity were: ‘Make the 
Most’ and ‘Abundance’ in 2013 followed by ’Z-Twist’ 
and a symposium in 2014.

Z-Twist
Called Z-Twist due to the process undertaken with 
yarn to strengthen it before the creation of weaving 
and making fabrics, the project placed three 
contemporary designer/makers in traditional textile 
industry and education settings to enable them to 
develop a new body of work, supported by textile 
manufacturers, Somerset Heritage Centre, Somerset 
College and Stroud International Textiles (SIT).

The Z-Twist artists worked with students from 
Somerset College as well as other educational 
and community groups in the county, in order to 
emphasise the potential learning and career routes 
for these students by strengthening links between 
arts and heritage, schools, colleges and textile 
industry partners.

The three artists worked towards two exhibitions: 
The Stroud International Textile Festival in May 
2014 and the Z-Twist Exhibition and Symposium at 
Somerset College in July 2014 that marked the end 
of the ‘Make, Create, Cultivate’ two year programme.

Main image: Debbie Smyth Z-twist image by Zac Mead
Inset: Z-twist exhibition image by Zac Mead



Contact us
SAW Ltd
The Town Hall
Bow Street
Langport
Somerset TA10 9PR 

Tel:  01458 253800
Email:  info@somersetartworks.co.uk
Web:  www.somersetartworks.co.uk

We would like to thank all the institutions  
and individuals who have supported, and 
continue to support, SAW. Every contribution 
helps to enable our activities with artists and 
the communities of Somerset:

Arts Council England
Artlife
Bruton School for Girls
Friends of SAW
InspirED
Fox Brothers & Co.
Falmouth University
John Boyd Textiles
Peoples Health Trust
Rural Development Programme for England
Somerset College
Somerset County Council Creative Industries 
Development Fund
South Somerset District Council
Stroud International Textiles
The Great Crane Project
Taunton Deane Borough Council
The Ashley Foundation
WCP
West Somerset NFAS

Friends

Passionate art lovers who are 
interested in becoming patrons of the 
Arts in Somerset are warmly invited to 
become a Friend of SAW. Thanks to our 
Friends, SAW is able to fund training for 
emerging artists. 

Sponsorship Opportunities 

We work with our sponsors to create  
a bespoke package of benefits and  
we would be delighted to discuss these, 
and any other options, with you. 

A variety of packages are available -  
large or small - for our Art Weeks schools 
programme, as well as for specific 
community based projects. 

Help us develop highly valued 
partnerships to put Art at the heart of 
Somerset’s cultural landscape. 

If you would like to get involved,  
we would love to hear from you. 

For Friends of SAW, sponsorship 
opportunities, to find out how your 
community can get involved, or if you are 
an artist or maker living and working in 
Somerset and would like to find out about 
opportunities locally, contact us at the 
SAW Office.

Get involved


