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Some people are truly 
gifted and we have seen 
those gifts on show 
here today



Somerset Art Works (SAW) had another busy 
year in 2013, growing and thriving despite 
cuts to the arts budgets. 

Somerset Art Weeks 2013 included over  
100 exhibitions by members and their 
associates. Headlining the festival were  
three exhibitions commissioned by SAW; 
Make the Most at Barrington Court in 
collaboration with the National Trust and 
curated by Deirdre Figueiredo of Craftspace, 
The Company of Cranes exhibition that 
celebrated the re-introduction of cranes into 
the Somerset Levels, and Abundance, sited 
in gardens across Somerset with the support 
of The National Garden Scheme and Friends 
of SAW. 

During the Summer term, Pop-up Meadow 
was created by primary school children from 
four Taunton schools, working with artist 
Freya Morgan as part of the Abundance 
Arts Education Programme. There were, in 
addition, 14 special events, including a talk  
by Alice Workman about the 2014 opening  
of the Hauser and Wirth Gallery in Bruton.

Other projects generated by the SAW team 
in 2013 included ‘InspirED’ and the Avalon 
Field Banner. InspirED is a new consortium 
of local arts organisations bringing the skills 
and expertise of arts and media professionals 
direct to schools across Somerset. The 
Avalon Field banner at Glastonbury Festival 
featured the work of around 20 members  
on one hundred metres of material.

This coming year will see the unfolding 
of a new and exciting project, Z-Twist. 
A combination of makers, curators and 
archivists will set out to raise the profile of 
textiles in the South West. Artists Debbie 
Smyth, Penny Wheeler and Lucy Lean have 
been chosen and two exhibitions will result. 
One will take place in April at the Stroud 
International Textile Festival and the other 
at Somerset College as part of the ‘Make, 
Create, Cultivate’ symposium in July. This 
symposium is the culmination of two years 
of work with artists who participated in the 
Make the Most, Abundance and Z-Twist 
projects, bringing together industry, heritage 
and education. 

Finally, 2014 is the year of Somerset Open 
Studios. We hope very much that all those 
participating will make it a very different 
experience for visitors. I’d like to think that 
each open studio will give visitors an insight 
into the working practices and inspirations  
of the artists involved, in a studio that feels 
like a place of work. That way we can keep 
up the visitor numbers and the sales will 
hopefully follow.

Richard Pomeroy
SAW Chair
Photo by Sebastian King

A Word 
from the Chair

Cover: ‘Pop-up Meadow’ (Photo by Nisha Haq)
Left: Maeve Clancy’s Barrington Court paper installation (Photo by Sebastian King)



SAW’s commitment to 
placing Art at the Heart 
of Somerset

Left: Somerset Art Weeks exhibitors (Top to bottom) - ‘Corvids at the Jackdaw Studio’ 
(Photo Davina Jelley); ‘Rammy’ by Raamy Nadim (Photo Davina Jelley); Ceramic 
Flowers by Linda Bristow (Photo by artist); ‘Lucy Westcott’ by Lucy Lean (Photo 
Davina Jelley); ‘Make the Most’ wood installation by Gary Allson (Photo Seb King)

What we pledge:
To work holistically to develop the quality, range 
and accessibility of visual arts in Somerset.

To make Somerset a place where people 
expect to engage with excellent visual art that is 
surprising and distinctive. 

To create an atmosphere of adventure and 
experimentation that will inspire artists to 
produce and present new work, and encourage 
audiences both to embrace and engage with it.

To work in partnership with other arts and non-
arts organisations to initiate visual arts projects 
across a wide variety of settings, always looking 
to facilitate the artists’ professional development.

What we deliver:
Commissions/bursaries to give visual artists 
opportunities for innovation and excellence, 
enabling both experimentation and collaboration.

Placements and bursary opportunities for 
emerging artists.

Educational workshops and participatory events 
to introduce new audiences to the visual arts in 
Somerset. 

Co-operation with voluntary sector partners to 
enable artists to contribute to the quality of life 
and environment in Somerset.



Main image: Artist Tasha Stevens, creator of Abundance Feast 
Inset: Preparing the Abundance Feast (Photos by Davina Jelley)



Art Weeks 2013 featured three extraordinary 
and highly innovative strands, as well as 
original artworks from more than 400 artists 
in over 100 unique and diverse venues across 
the county.

Make the Most at Barrington Court

For the Make the Most exhibition within 
Somerset’s magnificent Barrington Court, five 
internationally-renowned makers, using locally 
sourced willow, paper, wood, leather and 
stone, created new, challenging and dynamic 
artworks that acknowledged the contribution of 
raw material suppliers and local manufacturers 
to the local economy and ecology of the 
county. The exhibition was an initiative of 
Somerset Art Works, in partnership with the 
National Trust at Barrington Court and curated 
by Craftspace.

Laura Ellen Bacon’s vast and magnificent willow 
installation filled the house’s Old Kitchen while 
Maeve Clancy’s expansive paperwork in the 
Great Hall told the detailed history of the house 
and garden. The expressive stone calligraphy 
of Thomas Appleton, the intricate digitally milled 
woodwork of Gary Allson and the sumptuous 
leatherwork of Laura Youngson Coll both 
redefined and augmented the architectural 
space within this restored Tudor manor. 

In June/July 2013 Maeve Clancy took up 
residency at Barrington Court to complete her 
paper installation (see page 2), an arrangement 
that she found truly inspirational. “As a person 
with a strong interest in history and place, 
getting to make an artwork inside a building 
that is close to five hundred years old was a 
genuine privilege… I spent the day in the old 
kitchen, cutting by the beautiful natural light, 
describing in cut paper the place in which I was 
sitting. I now find it hard to believe that I make 
all of my other installations in a studio, away 
from their final location.” 

The Treasures of Somerset
To accompany the stunning transformation of 
Barrington Court, Somerset Art Works celebrated 
the achievements of local craft practitioners 
whose work, while celebrated both nationally and 
internationally, is not generally seen locally.

The Treasures of Somerset exhibition, also  
located at Barrington Court, ran September 7  
to October 31 2013 and included works by; 
Patrick Reyntiens, OBE, notable for his 
magnificent stained glasswork; Jacy Wall, who 
works principally in woven tapestry; stoneware 
potter Mike Dodd; silversmith and jeweler 
Caroline Lytton; metalworker James Horrobin 
and Tom Kealy who designs stunning and 
bespoke contemporary furniture and clocks.

Somerset Art Weeks Festival 2013 
Celebrating Excellence

‘Make the Most’ artists Laura Ellen Bacon and Maeve 
Clancy with National Trust Dir. General Dame Helen Ghosh 
and Art Weeks patron Kevin McCloud (Photo Seb King)

“Somerset Art Weeks is a much loved and 
thriving annual event and I am proud to 
support it. I urge you to go out and enjoy 
this glorious festival of cultural exploration.” 
Art Weeks patron, Kevin McCloud.

“I am a great fan of art weeks. I am also a 
great fan of collaboration and partnership, 
so with almost everything that the National 
Trust does we have to rely on partners of 
one kind or another to work with us, and 
it is clear that Somerset Art Works are 
absolutely the right people to work with.” 
National Trust’s Dame Helen Ghosh.



Art Weeks 
by Numbers

Art Weeks 2013
Number of visitors:  
153,907
Number of artists:   
520
Number of venues:      
109
Average attendance  
per venue:         
589
Sales figures total:  
£155,000  
(82 selling venues)
Average sales per venue: 
£3,370

Main image: Laura Ellen Bacon’s willow 
installation at Barrington Court
Inset: Laura Youngson Coll’s leather flower
(Photos by Seb King)



Investing in the Arts Community 
The Company of Cranes
Acclaimed illustrator and metal-worker 
Melanie Tomlinson presented two exhibitions 
of artworks commissioned by Somerset 
Art Works and The Great Crane Project to 
chronicle the re-introduction of the common 
crane to the Somerset Levels after an  
absence of 400 years. 

The Company of Cranes - Part One exhibition 
of artworks was located at the Wildfowl & 
Wetlands Trust, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire,  
in June 2013 before its relocation to the Levels 
Basket Centre in Langport during Art Weeks  
in September. 

Melanie’s vibrant and emotional response to 
the commission included beautifully crafted 
hand-printed steel zoetropes, which chronicled 
her journey with the Great Crane Project team 
as they collected eggs in Germany ahead 
of their hatching and rearing in Slimbridge. 
Melanie’s narrative artworks also included finely 
detailed and colourful gouache illustrations 
that told the story of her experiences spent 
in forest, swamps and flower meadows 
in Somerset and the Schorfheide-Chorin 
Biosphere Reserve, Brandenburg.

A screen showed images and short films 
of wildlife from the environments of both 
Somerset and Brandenburg, as well as the 
creation of the artworks themselves. In addition 
Melanie exhibited a series of dioramas inspired 
by bird species from around the world.

Read on to see how Melanie involved local 
school pupils in The Company of Cranes 
project.

Abundance Garden Trail
Somerset Art Works teamed up with 
The National Gardens Scheme (NGS)  
to commission eight new dynamic and  
site-specific installations within seven of  
Somerset’s great gardens. The artists used 
different materials to create pieces that 
represent ‘abundance’ in a social, cultural, 
political and historical context.

The gardens on the trail were: The Walled 
Gardens of Cannington (near Bridgwater, 
Sedgemoor), Little Yarford Farmhouse (Kingston 
St. Mary, near Taunton), Stoke St. Mary 
Gardens (Stoke St. Mary, near Taunton), Aller 
Farmhouse (Williton, West Somerset), Tintinhull 
Garden (Tintinhull), Esotera (Foddington, near 
Babcary) and Henley Mill (Wookey, Mendip).

Said artist Fiona Campbell of her Garden of 
Eden-themed exhibit, “It is a product of intricate 
labour and love, created from abundant mixed 
media reclaimed on a large scale, suggesting 
that Eden is everywhere in the fantastical 
microscopic world - if we look hard enough.” 

The abundance theme continued with the 
Abundance X exhibition at the Malthouse 
Gallery, East Lambrook Manor Gardens, 
featuring limited-edition and multiple artworks 
inspired by nature’s abundance as revealed 
within the gardens of Somerset. 

The Abundance Feast, for which Artist Tasha 
Stevens-Valecillo and professional chef Damon 
Palmer created a special ‘micro-taster’ menu, 
explored sustainable food supply and the 
natural processes within our food production. 

During an informal family picnic day at the 
Walled Gardens of Cannington local artists 
Alison Cockcroft and Kitty Hiller discussed the 
works they created for the Abundance Garden 
Trail project.

Main image: Gillian Widden’s Horn of Plenty (Abundance)
Inset: Melanie Tomlinson crane zoetrope  
(Photos by artists)



SAW  
by numbers

Facebook friends:  2,898
Twitter followers:   1,197
Web/blog visits:    87,633
Workshop 
participants:           1,126

SAW income 
and expenditure

Income 
Membership and friends           15%          
Grants               51%
Donations and sponsorship      8%     
Art Weeks Registration              27%

Expenditure 
Art Weeks                                     21%
Projects and artist fees          61%
Staff                                           11%
Overheads                   8%



Working with Children 
and Young People 

in June 2013 that spawned a whole new 
generation of weird and wonderful gargoyles, 
this time created out of fabrics and recycled 
materials by the young people of Langport. 

xx
Somerset Art Works, working with  
The Churches Conservation Trust and the 
New Saints Young People’s Group, offered 
workshops led by professional artists  
during which young people contributed to  
a dramatic new display at All Saints Church, 
showcased as part of Langport Festival. 

Workshop participants came from the Huish 
Academy, Langport Youth Group, Curry 
Mallet School and Huish Primary School,  
as well as from the wider community.

SAW was delighted to appoint emerging 
young artist Sarah Dicks to lead the Hunky 
Punks Project. Sarah is a visual artist who 
specialises in costume, set and puppetry 
design for theatre. She ran workshops 
both in schools and the community and 
was assisted by placement artist 18-year 
old Penny Dyer. Mentor artist Julie Roberts 
oversaw the project’s creative development.

Creative arts and learning for children  
and young people across Somerset.

Launched in 2013 InspirED is a unique 
partnership between Somerset Art Works, 
Somerset Film, SPAEDA and Take Art, 
delivering the skills and expertise of arts and 
media professionals directly to Somerset 
schools, colleges and education settings.

SAW is committed to supporting the 
development of young people’s artistic talent, 
as well as building relationships between 
schools and the community. We are a 
countywide agency dedicated to developing 
the visual arts and craft. SAW’s InspirED offer 
encourages schools to get involved in our 
ongoing creative programme that includes 
Somerset Art Weeks and current projects. 

Art Weeks Education pack 
Somerset Art Works and Spaeda have 
developed a resource pack to make it  
easier for schools to get involved in Somerset 
Art Weeks and discover opportunities for 
inspiring creativity and learning outside the 
classroom. There are many ways in which 
schools can get involved, from simply 
setting a homework activity or using one of 
our activity sheets, through to organising 
a school tour to artists’ exhibitions and 
workshops.

Hunky Punks Langport 
The grotesque rooftop carvings of All Saints 
Church (the ‘hunky punks’ in Somerset 
vernacular) inspired a community project

Right: The Company of Cranes school workshops 
(Photo by Melanie Tomlinson) 
Inset: Pop-up Meadow activity (Photo by Nisha Haq)

The new Hunky Punks (Photo by Nisha Haq)





Pop-up Meadow
In July 2013 artist Freya Morgan led 
approximately 125 Taunton primary school 
children on a thrilling exploration of local 
flora and fauna, inspiring them to create the 
imaginative and nature-inspired sculptures that 
collectively formed the Pop-up Meadow that 
toured Somerset during Summer/Autumn 2013.

At first, Freya and pupils from Staplegrove  
C of E Primary School and North Town Primary 
School were joined at Longrun Meadow by 
Somerset Wildlife Trust’s Helen Lawy who 
talked about the cycle of life within the meadow 
and the role of the abundant insects, animal 
species and plant varieties.

Later, pupils from 
Lyngford Park 
Primary School 
and Blackbrook 
Primary School 
visited local 
allotments, where 

they learned about maintaining and cultivating 
plants. The children identified pollinators; bees, 
butterflies, beetles and other mini-beasts which 
they sketched as research, and during the 
Making Day they worked in small groups to 
create the delightful sculptures for the Pop-up 
Meadow.

The enchanting Meadow ‘popped up’ at the 
Lyngford Park Craft Day and French Weir Fun 
Day (both August 2013) and Longrun Meadow 
Fun Day in early September, as well as during 
Art Weeks.

The Abundance Education Programme was 
supported by Taunton Deane Borough Council 
and InspirED. 

The Company of Cranes
In 2013 Melanie Tomlinson worked with primary 
and secondary arts award students and continues 
to develop on-line art and environment resources 
for schools with the project partners. This led to 
a European project ‘Flying Through Europe’ with 
Ash School and their twinned European partner 
schools. 

In addition to developing her own creative response 
to the cranes’ reintroduction to the Somerset 
Levels, Melanie was also involved in running 
workshops with local and European schools both 
in Somerset. Melanie’s project work can be seen at 
http://thecompanyofcranes.blogspot.co.uk/

“As well as making their own cardboard zoetropes 
by hand, the pupils also filmed them spinning on 
the record players using new camcorders,” she 
commented. “So we actually ended up using three 
forms of technology to bring the artworks to life - 
the zoetrope, the record players and a brand new 
camcorder bought this year! Great to see these 
different pieces of technology that all share the 
same ‘family tree’ being used by the pupils in the 
creation of such beautiful work!”

Teacher Madeline Pengelly from Long Sutton  
C of E Primary School responded: “It was great 
to see the class listening so intently - their interest 
was held throughout. This was clearly evident 
by the thoughtful and interesting questions they 
asked. Some of the children were so involved they 
managed the most accurate, careful art work  
I have ever seen.  As a class they loved the whole 
experience.”

Free The Company of Cranes online resources, 
designed to nurture independent study and creative 
skills, build self-confidence and the understanding 
of conservation and the environment, are available 
to Somerset schools during 2014. These are 
offered as part of the ongoing partnership between 
Somerset Art Works and The Great Crane Project. 

Above: Pop-up Meadow (Photo by Nisha Haq)
Top right: Gold Art Award student working with Melanie 
Tomlinson (Photo by artist)
Middle right and main: Barrington Court Paper Day (Photos  
by Seb King)
Bottom right: Prizes were awarded for the best Hunky Punk as 
judged by local author Peter Poyntz-Wright (Photo by Nisha Haq)



Paper Workshops as part of 
Make the Most
To coincide with Maeve Clancy’s paper residency at Barrington 
Court, artist/maker Julie Roberts worked alongside her to 
deliver a series of summer papermaking workshops to primary 
school children, A-level and Gold Arts Award students, using 
pulp from the Two Rivers Paper Mill. She also ran open 
sessions with families and young people. 



Creative Pathways - 
Professional Development for 
SAW member artists
The Creative Pathways programme offers 
different ‘art-form specific’ levels of support 
throughout the year, with bursary opportunities 
usually available in March for artists who wish 
to develop new work as part of the Art Weeks 
Festival or Open Studios event. The programme 
is designed to respond to particular artistic 
requirements, with a menu of options.

Five artists benefitted from tailor-made 
Creative Pathways support in 2013, enabling 
the development and delivery of high quality 
artworks. They were Leah Hislop, Bryony Tidball,

Gillian Widden (left) 
and Kitty Hillier, each 
of whom created 
new and vibrant 
installations for the 
Abundance Garden 
Trail project.  

In addition, support was granted to established 
artist Bronwen Bradshaw who created and  
led the Abbot’s Kitchen Drawing Project, 
Glastonbury Abbey. 

SAW has worked with different funders and 
partners in the past to support this programme, 
including: Friends of SAW, Arts Council, Somerset 
Creative Industries Development Fund, Levels and 
Moors LARC, ArtLife and Reveal Somerset.



Avalon banner 
In 2013 Somerset Art Works set out to promote 
the county’s leading artists and their works 
at headlining summer festivals, including 
Glastonbury. SAW commissioned the design 
and production of six 20-metre banners that 
were attached to internal fences at Glastonbury 
(Avalon Field) and The Packhorse Fair, Bruton. 
Each banner was highly visible to audiences and 
artists alike and featured numerous examples of 
contemporary art created within Somerset. It is 
intended that the banners will be used at local 
festivals for years to come.

“All these events are within Somerset,  
so it seemed right to use Somerset’s creativity  
on the banners,” commented SAW chair  
Richard Pomeroy. 

This is an exciting 
project, providing 
publicity for the county’s 
artists and SAW to an 
enormous audience over 
many years.”

Above: SAW Banner at Glastonbury 

Sponsorship 
opportunities
We work with our sponsors to create a bespoke 
package of benefits and we would be delighted to 
discuss these, and any other options, with you.

A variety of packages are available – large or small 
– for our Art Weeks schools programme, as well as 
for specific projects such as the Creative Pathways 
bursary programme which provides invaluable 
opportunities for emerging and mid-career artists 
working in Somerset (see left).

Friends
Passionate art lovers who are interested in 
becoming Patrons of the Arts in Somerset are 
warmly invited to become a Friend, or support  
a specific activity either individually or as part of  
a group.

Friends of SAW help underpin our whole 
organisation and are invaluable not just for their 
financial contributions but also for their continuing 
commitment and support. Thanks to our Friends, 
SAW is able to fund training for emerging artists, as 
well as sponsor projects which encourage creativity.

Corporate Friends Scheme
Friends also assist in the development of our 
Corporate Friends Scheme that is specifically 
designed for organisations that wish to support and 
work with Somerset artists. SAW offers three levels 
of benefit - Gold, Silver and Bronze - that help us 
develop highly valued partnerships with businesses 
to help put art at the heart of Somerset’s cultural 
landscape. 

If you would like to get involved, we would love to 
hear from you. For sponsorship opportunities, or 
to find out how your community can get involved, 
or if you are an artist or maker living and working 
in Somerset and would like to find out about 
opportunities locally, contact us at the SAW Office 
(see details overleaf).

Pictured left: Creative Pathways beneficiaries
Main: Megan Calver 
Inset top: Fiona Campbell 
Inset bottom: Kitty Hillier
(Photos by artists)
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Contact us
SAW Ltd
The Town Hall
Bow Street
Langport
Somerset TA10 9PR 

We would like to thank all the institutions and individuals who 
have supported, and continue to support, Somerset Art Works. 
Every contribution helps to enable our activities with artists and 
the communities of Somerset:

Arts Council England
Artlife
The Binks Trust
Bruton School for Girls 
Friends of SAW
InspirED
The Great Crane Project

Tel: 01458 253800
Email: info@somersetartworks.co.uk
www.somersetartworks.co.uk

National Trust
Taunton Deane Borough Council
Rural Development Programme for England
Somerset College
Somerset County Council Creative Industries    
  Development Fund
South Somerset District Council


