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Developing visual arts and the arts 
community in Somerset



Somerset Art Works continues to thrive in 
adverse conditions. The 2015 ‘Momentum’ 
Festival had 116 locations with more 
than 350 artists taking part. Exhibitions 
and events varied from seafronts to huge 
quarries.  Amongst the excellent shows were 
commissioned works by Rebecca Moss, 
Alice Maddicott and Simon Lee Dicker and 
curated shows by Karina Joseph, Fiona 
Campbell and Andrew Davey. 

Gather-ing, a collaboration with the National 
Trust, was curated by Deirdre Figueiredo in 
a beautiful medieval barn at The Priory in 
Stoke-sub-Hamdon. The original structure 
of the building set-off the work by Stewart 
Easton and associates, Jacky Oliver, Helen 
Snell, Gillian Widden and Chris Jelley and 
transformed an already impressive space into 
something very special.

A collaboration with Routes to the River 
Tone Project gave SAW, with Somerset 
Wildlife Trust, the chance to work with nature 
street artist Louis Masai, painting outdoor 
spaces; Melanie Tomlinson working on a 
pop-up guerrilla art trail with local residents; 
Angela Morley making sculpture for the trail 
through community workshops and artist 
Michael Fairfax working in public spaces. The 
highly successful intergenerational project 
involved the local community and partners of 
Priorswood North Taunton.

The Arts House at Somerset College bloomed 
with the Craftivist Garden - a unique project 
that takes craft to a new level of therapeutic 
achievement.  The show was the culmination 
of workshops facilitated by Nina Gronw-Lewis 
and opened by the Chair of Somerset County 
Council, Christine Lawrence.

InspirED Arts Education Partnership 
continues to grow, coordinated by Beccy 
Swaine. Somerset Art Works was able to 
offer support to Curry Mallet’s celebration of 
its association with the nationally important 
anniversary of the Magna Carta.   Rag Rug 
artist, Lucy Hinds, was commissioned to 
work with schools to illustrate the historical 
events of the time. Six schools were involved 
and the results were full of colour and 
imagination - and history was learnt too!
 
Lastly SAW’s success in 2015 can be 
measured by the fact that we experienced 
more visitors and more participants in Art 
Weeks than previously. County-wide SAW 
has encouraged hundreds of makers and 
brought their creativity to thousands.

Richard Pomeroy
SAW Chair

A Word 
from the Chair
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SAW’s commitment  
to placing Art at the Heart  
of Somerset
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What we pledge:

To work holistically to develop the quality,  
range and accessibility of visual arts in Somerset.

To make Somerset a place where people
expect to engage with excellent visual art  
that is surprising and distinctive.

To create an atmosphere of adventure and
experimentation that will inspire artists to
produce and present new work, and encourage
audiences both to embrace and engage with it.

To work in partnership with other arts and non  
arts organisations to initiate visual arts projects
across a wide variety of settings, always looking
to facilitate the artists’ professional development.

What we deliver:

Commissions/bursaries to give visual artists
opportunities for innovation and excellence,
enabling both experimentation and collaboration.

Placements and bursary opportunities  
for emerging artists.

Educational workshops and participatory events
to introduce new audiences to the visual arts  
in Somerset.

Co-operation with voluntary sector partners to
enable artists to contribute to the quality of life
and environment in Somerset.

Working  
with Children  
and Young People 

InspirED is a consortium of Somerset 
arts organisations - comprising Somerset 
Art Works, Somerset Film, SPAEDA 
and Take Art - bringing the skills and 
expertise of arts and media professionals 
direct to schools, colleges and children’s 
centres across the county.

SAW is committed to supporting the 
development of young people’s artistic 
talent, as well as building relationships 
between schools and the community. 
In 2015 SAW worked with 18 artists, 
delivering 51 sessions linked to SAW 
Projects and Somerset Art Weeks, 
engaging a total of 834 students in 
schools and colleges across the county. 

‘Thank you for a truly amazing  
three days. I loved seeing the kids  
so engaged with something new  
and exciting.’  
Ansford Academy

For details on how your local school 
can subscribe contact beccy.swaine@
somersetartworks.org.uk.Main: xxx
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Working with Communities

new skills and engage in new conversations. 
The structure of the Craftivist Garden sessions 
gives time and space so participants are able 
to take notice and reflect, to be aware of 
what they are feeling, enabling reflection on 
experiences helping us all to appreciate what 
matters to us.’ Lead artist Nina Gronw-Lewis.

Water - Meadow - Wood
Somerset Art Works is delivering a three year 
artist residency programme at Yeovil Country 
Park, following the themes of Water – Meadow 
– Wood. Artists are working with participants 
to co-create artworks linked to the themes, 
exploring the natural and social history of the 
place. Through participation attendees are being 
taken on a voyage of discovery, stimulating 
imagination, enhancing creative skills, building 
confidence, learning about and gaining 
appreciation of the many aspects of Yeovil 
Country Park.

Artist Deborah Westmancoat was awarded the 
2015 ‘Water’ artist residency, working together 
with the Countryside Team at South Somerset 
District Council, Fairmead School, RAISE and 
Short Breaks family groups, making art amidst 
the trees and watery places of the park. Work 
created with participants was on show at the 
Octagon Theatre, Yeovil, for Somerset Art 
Weeks 2015.

Our Place
Somerset Art Works has been delivering 
projects in North Taunton since 2014.

Our aims are to develop: Community 
creativity, Community participation, 
Sustainable community environments, 
places and spaces. In 2015 SAW worked in 
collaboration with Somerset Wildlife Trust 
on the Routes to the River Tone Project in 
Taunton, engaging local communities in 
creative projects, events and activities, to 
explore nature and urban green spaces, for 
health and wellbeing. Artists included Louis 
Masai, Melanie Tomlinson, Angela Morley and 
Michael Fairfax.

Sarah Langley developed a community 
gardening initiative as part of SAW’s Our Place 
project, leading sessions with the Priorswood 
youth drop-in and family workshops at the 
Pride in Priorswood days in the park.

For 2016 we have successfully fundraised 
to continue working with the communities of 
North Taunton and Taunton Deane Borough 
Council through a Pocket Park project to 
collaboratively improve outdoor public places.
 

Craftivist Garden
The Arts House at Somerset College bloomed 
with the Craftivist Garden for Somerset Art 
Weeks in October 2015. Guest of honour 
Christine Lawrence, Chair of Somerset County 
Council, opened the exhibition and spoke 
movingly about her own personal experiences 
of craft and making. 

‘I see the participants connect with each other, 
supporting each other and witness the project 
help to enrich lives. All participants have had 
the opportunity to be actively involved, learn  
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The Creative Pathways programme offers different 
‘art-form specific’ levels of support throughout the 
year, with bursary opportunities, usually available 
in the spring, for artists who wish to develop 
new work as part of the Art Weeks Festival The 
programme is designed to respond to particular 
artistic requirements, with a menu of options.

Four local artists benefitted from tailor-made 
Creative Pathways support in 2015: 

Bursary 1: Critical Writing and curating Beckie 
Upton working with artists Sara Dudman and 
Debbie Locke from ‘Flock Together’ project.
Bursary 2: Laura Aish working with the ‘New 
Dimensions’ project artists - heritage and  
historical collections at Somerset Heritage Trust.
Bursary 3: Marketplace Development for Artists 
Sandra James working with sponsor Cavaliero Finn.
Bursary 4: Jennifer Newbury at Dove Studios part 
of ‘Amazing Space: A Celebration of the Dove’.

Creative Pathways
Professional Development for SAW member artists
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Somerset Art Weeks Festival  Taking the theme 
of Momentum the festival showcased a broad-
ranging programme of contemporary visual 
arts and craft, featuring group shows, new 
commissions, projects and events in locations 
across Somerset involving more than 350 artists. 

The SAW team embraced the curatorial task to 
create new commissions in different media and 
locations in Somerset. Working with artists and 
partners, we put together some exceptional 
projects on the theme of Momentum such as 
Gather-ing, and Open Call Commissions. In  
order to feature the artistic talents in Somerset,  
a member’s showcase Time and Place took 
place at the Royal United Hospital, Bath, and  
an inaugural exhibition Past, Present and Future, 
featuring SAW projects at 44AD Artspace also  
in Bath.

Somerset Art Weeks Festival 
Momentum

2015 by Numbers
Number of visitors:    76,916

Number of artists:    350

Number of venues:    116

Average attendance per venue: 663

Visitor spend in County    £3.408.262

Media coverage views including TV: 459K

Social media views:    5.33K
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Investing in the Arts 
Community
‘Momentum’ is an overall theme for SAW’s programme in 2015-
16. Somerset is often referred to as the county you drive through 
to get somewhere else and is fairly removed from arts centres and 
academic strongholds. But there is a vibrant art scene driven by 
the local artist community. 

To support the ‘momentum’ of its growth, we have created a 
two year programme to provide opportunities for artists to make 
new works through commissions, bursaries, events and projects. 
The programme also encourages artist-led research on cultural 
meanings, taking as a starting point what social, physical and 
economic mobility and movement looks like in Somerset.

As part of this programme a series of site-specific contemporary 
commissions were presented across Somerset during Somerset 
Art Weeks Festival 2015

Rebecca Moss took inspiration from the two guardian lions on 
one of the houses in Bridgwater’s Quayside. They are powerful 
mythic symbols of guardianship and protection, placed at the 
fronts of buildings to ward off intruders. Multiples of the lions were 
installed on the Burnham-on-Sea Esplanade.

Artist / writer Alice Maddicott created a custom made museum  
in the back of her car, which travelled around Somerset in August. 
It contained everyday objects, photos and text contributed by 
Alice, poet Ana Seferovic and members of the public.

Simon Lee Dicker worked in partnership with Dawes’ Twineworks 
to create new work to respond to the processes involved in the 
production of twine and the social impact of the twine industry  
on small rural communities. 

Artists Stewart Easton and associates, Jacky Oliver, Helen Snell, 
Gillian Widden and Chris Jelley made new work in response to 
the large tithe barn at Stoke sub Hamdon that was the focus of 
a contemporary craft project titled ‘Gather-ing’. Their objectives 
were to meet the aspiration of Somerset Art Works to ‘inspire  
and challenge’ audiences and ‘raise the quality of craft made  
and seen in Somerset’. Curated by Craftspace, it was hosted  
by the National Trust.

SAW  
by numbers

Facebook followers: 4,277 
Twitter followers:  2,788
Web/blog visits:  104k
Project blog views: 1200
Workshop
participants:  2,150

SAW income 
and expenditure

Income 
Membership and Friends  16% 
Grants     67%
Donations and Sponsorship  2% 
Art Weeks Registration  15%

Expenditure 
Art Weeks   36%
Projects and Artist Fees  45%
Staff    8%
Overheads   9%



Contact us
SAW Ltd
The Town Hall
Bow Street
Langport
Somerset TA10 9PR 

Tel:  01458 253800
Email:  info@somersetartworks.org.uk
Web:  www.somersetartworks.org.uk
 
We would like to thank all the institutions and 
individuals who have supported, and continue 
to support, Somerset Art Works.

Every contribution helps to enable our activities 
with artists and the communities of Somerset:
 
Arts Council England
Bruton School for Girls
Esmee Fairbain Foundation
Friends of SAW
InspirED
National Trust
Peoples Health Trust
Somerset College
Somerset County Council Creative Industries
Development Fund
South Somerset District Council
The Great Crane Project
Taunton Deane Borough Council

Registered Charity No. XXX

Friends

Passionate art lovers who are 
interested in becoming patrons of the 
Arts in Somerset are warmly invited to 
become a Friend of SAW. Thanks to our 
Friends, SAW is able to fund training for 
emerging artists. 

Sponsorship Opportunities 

We work with our sponsors to create a 
bespoke package of benefits and we 
would be delighted to discuss these, and 
any other options, with you.

A variety of packages are available -  
large or small - for our Art Weeks schools 
programme, as well as for specific 
projects such as the Creative Pathways 
bursary programme which provides 
invaluable opportunities for emerging and 
mid-career artists working in Somerset.

Help us develop highly valued 
partnerships with businesses to put 
Art at the heart of Somerset’s cultural 
landscape. 

If you would like to get involved, we 
would love to hear from you. For 
sponsorship opportunities, to find out 
how your community can get involved, 
or if you are an artist or maker living 
and working in Somerset and would like 
to find out about opportunities locally, 
contact us at the SAW Office.

Get involved


