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Momentum Open Call; A series of five site specific commissions, in any 
media, taking a different approach to the theme of ‘Momentum’, setting the 
work within different environments and communities of Somerset. 

Momentum is the theme of Somerset Art Works’ creative programme 
between 2015 – 2017. We want to invite artists, curators and artist-led groups 
working with us to create new work exploring aspects of the theme through 
contemporary visual arts and craft. We wish to feature new and exhilarating 
commissions in different locations across Somerset.  

The theme ‘Momentum’ would introduce a series of topics and questions to 
guide the artistic journey to be discovered by artists and audiences. Somerset 
is fairly removed from arts centres and academic strongholds, local creativity 
is mostly driven by the artist community. Somerset often referred to as the 
county you drive through to get somewhere else.

The project looks to open up artist-led research on cultural meanings, taking 
as a starting point what social, physical and economic mobility and movement 
looks like in Somerset. 

Aspects such as: place and displacement; gentrification; aging; rural isolation; 
(im)mobility and spatial (un)planning; passing through (tourism, on the road); 
and the challenges of global migration (itinerant work and the refugee); use 
and/or exploitation of natural resources (stone ie for roadstone); also creative 
exploration; 'Ecological dispersals' relating to the migration of plants, animals 
and birds etc.; all could be reflected upon so as to open up a critical and 
creative debate on what it means to go from here to there. 

Momentum also brings together the poetics of walking (drift and dreaming), of 
transiting and meandering, walking and trespassing, stillness and slowness, 
and helps build our understanding of issues regarding site-specific art and 
performance, sustainability and landscape. 

Who can apply

We are inviting proposals from national and international emerging to 
established artists, curators or artist-led groups working in any medium, 
including sound, film and artists video, photography, and performance and live 
art. The proposed projects can be either temporary or permanent (subject to 
permissions), and should engage with people and place in new and unique 
ways. At the same time, the project challenges artists to expose their own 
work to risk and new approaches, exploring the boundaries of their own talent. 
We welcome proposal that either be site specific, or have a clear idea of the 



context in which it would be presented.  The proposed project should be new 
work, and have not been realised in any way previously. 

Socially-engagement project are also welcome which involve a specific 
community or group of people associated with the proposed commission 
subject or site. The SAW project team will be looking for opportunities to 
engage new audiences at the early stages of the commission, and will 
develop with the artist appropriate consultation, workshops and events.

Showcasing the project

Somerset Art Weeks in October 2015 will provide the opportunity to showcase 
the commissions. The event takes place between 3rd and 18th October 2015. 

Project Timeline

Deadline for Applications – 31st January 2015
Interviews - mid February 2015
Final Selection – end of February 2015
Definition of Workplans – March April
Research and Development stage - defined by the applicant 
Presentation of selected projects at Somerset Art Weeks Festival 2015 – 3rd 
– 18th October 2015 
Review

Fees

Commission fees up to £4,000 will be available. If necessary, we will support 
applicants to source additional funding and in-kind resources to ensure the 
realistic delivery of their project.

Submission Requirements by email

Project Proposal
CV
Supporting Materials

The proposal that should contain the following information:

• 500 word project outline
• 200 words on site requirements
• Production timeline and schedule
• Detailed budget breakdown

Supporting materials should be either in digital a maximum of 10 images or 
web links

Images: tiff, eps, bmp, jpg, gif 
Video: mov, avi, mp4
Sound: mp3, wav, aiff



Other: html, txt, pdf, doc, docx

Selection Criteria

Artists will be selected on the following:

• Originality of their proposal in relation to the brief
• Vision and scope of the project in relation to your previous work
• Clarity of written project realisation and production details

Deadline for Submissions

Applications must be received by 31 January 2015
Application by email to  info@somersetartworks.org.uk

For informal discussion, please contact Zoe Li, Festival Manager via SAW 
Office on 01458 253800 or alternatively email info@somersetartworks.org.uk.

About Somerset Art Works, please visit www.somersetartworks.org.uk
Momentum Open Call is funded by Arts Council England Lottery Programme
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